
  

 Right or Wrong?  

Τα παραπάνω Right or Wrong προέρχονται από το site της Fiba (Fiba Assist 
Magazine) και περιέχουν αποκλειστικά τις σελίδες Right or Wrong και όχι όλο το 
περιοδικό Assist Magazine. 
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


As of this issue of the FIBA Assist Magazine we will introduce
exemplary rule cases. The cases contain hypothetical play
situations, accompanied by the correct rule interpretation for
each play situation. The FIBA Sports Department offers this as an
essential element in assisting basketball referees throughout
the world in understanding and interpreting the rules of the
game. A good test for your  knowledge of the rules - check it out! 


1. While attempting a successful shot for goal, A2 is fouled. A
technical foul is the charged against coach B. A2’s free throw
resulting from the original foul is successful. Before the ball has
become live for the first throw resulting from the coach B tech-
nical foul, a time-out is requested by coach A. Shall the time-out
be permitted?    


2. A1 releases a shot for goal. While the ball is on its upward fli-
ght, it is contacted by B1. After the contact by B1 and while the
ball is now in its downward flight but has not yet touched the
ring, the ball is contacted by A3. The ball enters the basket. Shall
the goal count?


3. A2 is dribbling the ball when B2 takes a legal guarding position
in the path of A2. B2 then moves laterally to maintain a guarding
position against A2. A2 makes contact on B2’s torso while B2 is
still moving with neither foot touching the floor. Shall the foul be
charged to B2? 


4. While A2 is dribbling the ball, A4 and B4 commit a double foul.
B4’s foul is judged disqualifying. Shall play resume with a team A
throw-in?  


5. A1 is in possession of the ball for a throw-in when A3 fouls B3.
This is the fifth player foul committed by team A in that period.
Shall free throws be awarded?


6. Coach A is granted a time-out. During the time-out, B2 reports
to the scorer as a substitute. Must B2 wait until the referee has
recognized the substitution before B2 can become a player? 


7. While the ball is in the air on a shot for goal, B3 contacts the


backboard, causing it to vibrate. The vibration causes the shot for
goal to be unsuccessful. Shall B3 be charged with a technical foul? 


8. A1 commits his/her fifth player foul. Before the foul can be reported
to the scorer, A1 commits a technical foul. Shall the penalty for the
technical foul be one free throw, followed by possession of the ball?  


9. Players A2, A3, and A4 are involved in a fight situation and are
disqualified. Shall coach A also be disqualified?


10. Following a team B field goal, team A is granted a time-out. When
play resumes following the time-out, A3 is handed the ball out-of-
bounds on the end line for a throw-in. A3 passes the ball to A4 who is
also out-of-bounds in that end line. A4 then passes the ball inbounds
to A5. Is this action legal?


ANSWERS
1. (Yes, Article 27.4.1)
2. (No, Article 41.2.1) 
3. (No, Article 44.6.4, 44.6.5)
4. (Yes, Article 45.2.2)
5. (No, Article 55.2.2 )
6. (No, Article 28.2.6)
7. (No, Article 41.3, penalty)
8. (No, Articles 13.1 and 51.2)
9. (No, Article 47)
10. (Yes, Article 26.2.2)


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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1. How does the 2nd and 4th periods of a game begin?


2. Team A is awarded an alternating possession throw-
in. Before the throw-in has ended, A4 commits a disqua-
lifying foul. Shall team B be entitled to the next alterna-
ting possession throw-in?


3. During the 3rd period, team A uses no time-outs. With
one minute remaining in the 4th period, team A requests
three time-outs in succession. Shall the time-outs be
granted?


4. A4 releases a shot for a goal. The ball strikes the
cylinder, after which it is rebounded by B4 who begins
to dribble. After B4 has been dribbling for 2 seconds, the
24-second device sounds in error. Shall team B be
awarded a throw-in with 22 seconds remaining on the 24
second clock?


5. A4 attempts to dunk the ball. The ball strikes the cylin-
der and rebounds into team A’s backcourt. Before a
player on either team can gain control of the ball, the
24-second signal sounds. How shall the game be resu-
med?


6. On a final unsuccessful free throw by A4, both A5 and
B5 enter the restricted area before the release of the
free throw. How shall the game be resumed?


7. A throw-in by A4 lodges on the basket support. Shall
team B be entitled to the next alternating possession? 


8. In alternating possession throw-ins, shall the officials
change positions?


9. On an alternating possession throw-in by B5, the ball
is simultaneously touched on the court by both A4 and
B4, after which it goes out-of-bounds. Shall team A be
entitled to the next alternating possession?


10. A final free throw by A5 is successful. Before the ball
can again become live, A4 and B4 commit a double foul.
Team A has the right to the next alternating possession.
Shall the game be resumed with a team A throw-in?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
CASES ON NEW RULE CHANGES 2003


ANSWERS
1.  The team entitled to the next alternating possession after the end
of the 1st and 3rd period shall be awarded a throw-in at the extended
centerline, opposite the scorer’s table. The player taking the throw-in
shall have one foot on either side of the extended centerline and shall
be entitled to pass the ball to a player at any point on the playing court.


2. No. Team A shall continue to be entitled to the next alternating pos-
session throw-in. A foul does not cause a throw-in team to lose its
right to an alternating possession throw-in.


3. Yes. Team A may request all three time-outs within the second half
(3rd and 4th period) as they wish.


4. No. Team B shall be awarded a throw-in with a new 24 seconds. 


5. Neither team was in control of the ball when the signal sounded in
error. Play shall resume with an alternating possession throw-in.


6. The game shall be resumed with an alternating possession throw-
in.


7. Yes. Team A loses its right to the possession because of the viola-
tion by A4.


8. No. The throw-ins shall be administered as outlined in the FIBA
Referees Manual.


9. Yes.


10. No. Since team B was entitled to the ball at the time of the double
foul, a throw-in shall be awarded to team B.
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1. A throw-in from an end line by A1 goes the length of the
court and out-of-bounds without having touched a player on
the court. Shall play resume with a throw-in from the end line
where the ball went out-of-bounds? 


2. A shot for the goal has left A2’s hand and is in its upward flight
when the signal sounds to end the game. After the signal has
sounded and while the ball is still in its upward flight, it is touched
by B2. While the ball is in its downward flight, it is also touched
by B3. Is B3’s action considered to be goal tending?


3. A2 is awarded one free-throw, to be followed by two addi-
tional free-throws for B2. A2’s free-throw is not successful.
Before the ball can become live for the first of B2’s free throws,
A6 asks to substitute for A2. Shall the substitution be permit-
ted? 


4. After A4 illegally returns the ball to the backcourt, a throw-
in is awarded to B4. Must the throw-in take place in team B’s
frontcourt? 


5. During the pre-game warm-up, technical fouls are commit-
ted by A1 and B1. Shall the penalties for these fouls cancel
each other? 


6. On a shot for goal by A4, A2 commits a goal-tending viola-
tion. Shall the resulting throw-in be awarded at the end line
point nearest to where the violation occurred? 


7. Play is interrupted to attend to an injury to A1. Team A has
no substitutes available to replace A1. After a delay of less
than one minute during which A1’s injury is being examined by
the team A doctor, it is determined that A1 can continue to par-
ticipate. If A1 remains in the game, shall a time-out be charged
to team A?


8. A5 releases a shot for the goal but immediately realizes that
the ball will fall short of the basket. A5 then follows the ball and
regains control of it before it can touch the floor or another
player. Has A5 committed a violation? 


9. Two free-throws and possession are awarded to team B
because of technical foul assessed to coach A. An additional
technical foul is then committed by B2. When free-throws are
completed, shall play resume with a team A throw-in at center
court? 


10. A2 is holding a live ball near a sideline while being guarded
by B2, who has one foot out-of-bounds. A2 intentionally tou-
ches B2 with the ball. Shall a throw-in be awarded to team A?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1. No, Articles 26.4.1, 26.5 
2. No, Article 19.2 
3. Yes, Article 28.3.2
4. Yes, Article 32.3
5. Yes, Article 51.2
6. No, Article 41.3.1
7. No, Article 14.3, exception
8. No, Article 23.3
9. Yes, Article 56
10. Yes, Article 33.2.2
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1. While dribbling, A2 loses control of the ball. A2 then catches
up to the ball and resumes the dribble. Is this action legal?


2. Dribbler A1 deliberately fouls defensive player B4. This is
the 3rd team foul for team A in that period. Shall free throws
be awarded to B4? 


3. A2 is awarded a throw-in at a sideline. In making the throw-
in, A2 takes three small steps in the same direction before
releasing the ball but does not move a distance greater than a
meter. Has A2 committed a throw-in violation? 


4. A5 is injured when fouled while attempting a shot at the
basket. A7 enters the game to replace A5 and take the free
throws. Before A7’s first throw, A8 asks to substitute for A7 if


A7’s final free throw is successful. Shall the substitution be
permitted? 


5. Coach B is assessed a technical foul because of an action
by an assistant to coach B. Later in the game, coach B is
assessed a second technical foul because of the actions of
the same assistant coach, after which he is assessed a third
technical foul for personal unsportsmanlike conduct. Shall
assistant coach B be permitted to act as the new team
coach? 


6. A4 is fouled but erroneously is not awarded merited free
throws. A throw-in is instead awarded to team A. After the
throw-in, the ball is controlled by A-2 who then commits a tra-
vel violation. The ball is now awarded to team B for a throw-
in. After the ball again becomes live but before the release of
the throw-in, the earlier error is discovered. Is that error still
correctable? 


7. A5 falls to the floor while holding the ball. Has A5 commit-
ted a travel violation? 


8. Team A appears on the court with shirts that have a color
on the front that is different than that on the back. Is this
legal? 


9. A1 jumps in an attempt to score a basket. After the ball has
left A1’s hand on the shot, it is blocked on its upward flight by
B4. The ball returns to A1 while A1 is still in the air and A1
returns to the floor in control of the ball. Has A1 committed a
violation? 


10. A4’s final free throw is successful. Before the ball can
again become live, A5 commits an unsportsmanlike foul
against B4. Team A now requests a time-out. Shall the time-
out be delayed until after B4’s free throws? 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1.   Yes. Article 34
2.   Yes. Article 46.
3.   No. Article 26.
4.   No. Article 28.
5.   Yes. Article 16.
6.   No. Article 56.
7.   No. Article 35.
8.   No. Article 13.
9.   No. Article 35, 23.
10. No. Article 27.
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QUESTIONS
1. Just as a shot at the basket by A5 has touched the rim,
the 24-second signal sounds. Neither team has control of
the ball at the time the signal sounds. Shall the officials
ignore the signal and allow play to continue uninterrupted? 


2. The ball is at the disposal of A3 for an alternate posses-
sion throw-in, but, before the throw-in is released, A4 fouls
B4. Shall team B be entitled to the next alternating posses-
sion throw-in? 


3. With ten (10) seconds remaining on the 24-second clock,
play is interrupted to search for a contact lens lost by
defensive player B3. When play resumes, shall team A be
awarded a new 24-second period? 


4. At the jump ball that begins the first period, the ball is
legally tapped by A4 to A5, whose foot is touching the out-
of-bounds area. Shall the jump ball be repeated? 


5. A shot for a basket by A3 is in the air when A6 and B6
commit a double foul. The ball goes in the basket. Shall
play resume with an alternating possession throw-in? 


6. On a final free throw, shooter A5 misses the entire
basket. Shall play resume with a throw-in by team B at that
end line? 


7. During an extra period, team A does not use the time-out
to which it is entitled. The game is tied and goes to another
extra period. Shall team A be entitled to two time-outs in
the additional extra period? 


8. While the ball is live, coach B requests a time-out shor-
tly before A5 scores a field goal. The timekeeper stops the
game clock and attempts to notify the officials of the time-
out request but players and officials cannot hear the signal
because of excessive noise. 
Immediately after the first pass of team B from the end line,
A3 gains the ball and scores a field goal, after which the
time-out request is brought to the attention of the officials.
Shall the goal of A3 count? 


9. A technical foul is committed by B4 during the half-time
interval. Shall the third period begin with a team A throw-in? 


10. Shortly after the first period has begun, it is discovered
that A5 is participating although he was not listed as one of
the team A players who were to begin the game. 
Shall A5 be required to be substituted at the next opportu-
nity?


RIGHT OR WRONG ?
ANSWERS
1. Yes. The 24-second signal has sounded in error and shall
be ignored. Play shall continue. (Art. 39, FIBA Rule Change,
September 2003)


2. No. The calling of a foul during an alternating possession
throw-in does not cause a team to forfeit its right to that alter-
nating possession. The foul by A4 shall be penalized accor-
dingly. Team A shall continue to have the right to the next
alternating possession. (Art. 21, FIBA Rule Change, May 2003)


3. Yes. The interruption of a game to search for a contact lens
shall be considered to be the same as interrupting the game
because of an injury. If the interruption is because of a
player on the defensive team, the offensive team shall be
awarded a new 24-second period. If the interruption is
because of a player on the offensive team, play shall conti-
nue without resetting the 24-second clock. (Art. 14, FIBA
Interpretation)


4. No. A5 has committed a violation. Play shall resume with
a throw-in awarded to team B at the place where the viola-
tion occurred. The alternating possession arrow will be
awarded to team A. (Art. 21, FIBA Rule Change, May 2003)


5. No. Play shall resume with a team B throw-in from the end
line. (Art. 45)


6. No. Play shall resume with a team B throw-in at the free
throw-line extended. (Art. 57)


7. No. Teams shall be entitled to only one time-out for each
extra period; unused time-outs may not be carried into an
additional extra period. (Art. 27)


8. No. The clock was properly stopped (and remains stop-
ped) and the ball became dead (and remains dead) following
the A5 field goal. The table officials should do their best
(even by throwing an additional ball on the court) to attract
the attention of the officials and players to let them know
that the game is interrupted. After that, the time-out shall be
granted, following which team B shall be awarded a throw-
in at the end line behind the team B basket. (Art. 27, 10, FIBA
Interpretation)


9. No. After the free throws by team A, the third period shall
begin with a jump ball. (Art. 21)


10.No. A5 shall be permitted to remain in the game. (Art. 16.3,
FIBA Interpretation)
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QUESTIONS
1. After a goal is scored, B4 has the ball out-of-bounds for
the resulting throw-in. B4 bounce-passes the ball to B5,
who is out-of-bounds at the same end line. 
Shall the ball become dead when it touches the floor on the
bounce-pass? 


2. While the ball is in the air on a shot for a goal by A4, B4
intentionally slaps the backboard and causes it to vibrate.
The shot goes in the basket. 
Shall B4 be charged with (a) a violation (b) a technical foul?


3. A3 commits a double dribble, immediately after which B3
commits a foul. This is the third team B player foul in that
period. Is this a jump ball situation? 


4. Near the end of a time-out, substitute A10 reports to the
scorer but does not report to an official on the court. Is this
a legal substitution? 


5. While A5 is dribbling, the ball bounces very high. A5
takes two steps while pushing the ball to the floor on the
continuing dribble. 
At no time does the ball come to rest in A5’s hand. Has a
violation occurred? 


6. While team A is in control of the ball, B4 is discovered to
be bleeding. The officials interrupt play and order B4 to be
substituted. 
At the time of the interruption there is 10 seconds remaining
in the 24-second period. When play resumes, shall team A
be given a new 24-second period?


7. An alternating possession throw-in is awarded to A4.
After the ball again becomes live, but before it has touched
a player on the court, a double foul occurs. Shall play resu-
me with a throw-in by team B? 


8. A shot for a goal by A5 touches the backboard, but mis-
ses the ring. On the rebound, the ball is deflected, but not
controlled by B5, after which A3 gains control of the ball. At
this time the 24-second signal sounds. Has the 24-second
signal sounded in error? 


9. May team personnel other than the coach or assistant
coach go to the scorer’s table to request a time-out? 


10. During the first period, the scorer erroneously assigns
two points to the wrong team. The error is discovered
during the halftime interval. May a correction be made at
this time? 


RIGHT
OR WRONG?


ANSWERS
1. No. The pass from B4 to B5 is legal (26.2.2.)


2. No. In both (a) and (b). In (a), the action is a violation only when
the vibration causes the shot for a goal to be unsuccessful. In (b),
this action is not a technical foul. (41.2.2, 49.1.2)


3. Yes. The penalties for the two infractions shall cancel each
other. (56.2.7)


4. Yes. During a time-out, a substitute need only report to the sco-
rer. (28.2.6)


5. No. This is a legal dribble. (34.1.1)


6. Yes. (11.2)


7. No. Team A does not lose its right to the next alternating pos-
session when the foul occurs. Play resumes with an alternating
possession for team A. (Changes to rules: May, 2003, article 21.4.6)


8. No. The 24-second clock continues to run when the shot for a
goal fails to touch the ring. A 24-second violation has occurred.
(39.1.1, 39.1.2)


9. No. (27.3.1)


10. Yes. A bookkeeping error may be corrected at any time befo-
re the referee signs the score sheet at the end of the game. (9.4)
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QUESTIONS
1. While A4 is dribbling in, team A’s front court and near 


the center line, A3 commits a 3-second violation. Shall
the resulting throw-in be administered at the sideline 
line near to center line? 


2. A4 is fouled during an unsuccessful attempt for a 2-point 
field goal, after which A3 and B3 are involved in a double 
foul. Team B is entitled to the next alternating possession.
Following the awarding of two free throws to A4, shall play
resume with a team B throw-in as a result of its right to the
next alternating possession throw-in?


3. A4 attempts a shot at the basket from his backcourt. 
The ball strikes the rim and rebounds directly to A5, 
who is in his backcourt. Shall team A be charged with 
illegally returning the ball to the backcourt? 


4. A5, the A team captain, commits his fifth foul and is 
longer entitled to play anymore. Coach A is then 
disqualified. There is no A team assistant coach listed 
on the score sheet. Shall A5 assume the duties of coach? 


5. Team B is entitled to the next alternating possession 
throw-in. A5 commits a travel violation. B3 then commits 
a violation during the resulting throw-in. Shall team A now
be entitled to the next alternating possession throw-in? 


6. Immediately after the ball is legally tapped by A3 on the 
jump ball at the beginning of the first period, A5 and B5 
are involved in a held ball. Shall the jump ball be repeated? 


7. A shot at the basket is in the air when the 24-second 
signal sounds. While the ball is still in its upward flight
and after the signal has sounded, it is touched by B5. 
As a result of the contact, the shot did not touch 
the rim. Has a 24-second violation occurred? 


8. During the first period, team A uses two time-outs. 
During the second period, may team A use one of the 
three time-outs to which it is entitled in the second half? 


9. At the beginning of the second half, team B has only 
four team members entitled to participate. Shall the 
third period begin with only four team B players?


10. A5 appears to be injured. The assistant coach of team 
A comes on the court to help A5, after which A5 informs
the official that he is prepared to resume play. 
Must A5 be substituted? 


RIGHT
OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1. No. Articles 32.3, 36.


2. No. Article 56.2.3.


3. No. Team control ended with the shot for a goal. 
(Art. 40).


4. Yes. Article 47.1.3.


5. No. The B3 throw-in was not the result of a jump ball
situation and therefore team B continues to be 
entitled to the next alternating possession. 
(Art. 21, 26).


6. Yes. “Changes In The Rule Book, 2003.” (Article 21, 
Practical Situation # 1)


7. Yes. Article 39.1.3.


8. No. Article 27. 


9. Yes. Article 18.4. 


10. Yes. “Interpretation of the Official Basketball Rules, 
September 2000.” (Article 14).
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(Note: the following questions are based on FIBA Rules 2004,
which come into effect in September, 2004)


QUESTIONS 
1. Team A has been in control of the ball for 15 seconds when a


double foul is committed by A4 and B4. After communicating
the fouls to the scorer, the officials award the ball to team A
for a throw-in. Shall team A also be awarded a new 24-
second period?


2. While the game is being played, coach A chooses to remain
seated. Is the assistant coach of team A permitted to remain
standing while coach A is seated?


3. A3 is in the opponents’ restricted area for more than 3
seconds while A5 is dribbling the ball in the team A back-
court. Has A3 committed a 3-second violation?


4. During the half-time interval and with team A entitled to the
next alternating possession throw-in, a technical foul is com-
mitted by B5. As a result of the B5 technical foul, a team A
player is awarded two free throws, to be followed by a throw-
in for team A at the center line extended opposite the scorer’s
table to begin the third period. Shall team A continue to be
entitled to the next alternating possession throw-in?


5. A5 is awarded one free throw. A5’s free throw attempt fails to
touch the rim and as a result, a throw-in is awarded to team
B. Before the ball is handed to B2 out-of-bounds for the
throw-in, A10 reports to the scorer’s table to substitute for A5.
Shall the substitution be permitted?


6. After the ball is legally tapped on the jump ball that begins the
game but before the ball can be controlled by either team, a
held ball occurs between A4 and B4. The officials rule that
another jump ball shall be administered. Shall the jumpers be
A4 and B4?


7. A shot for a field goal by A3 is in the air when the 24-second
signal sounds. Shall the 24-second signal also cause the
game clock to be stopped immediately?


8. A pass from A2 to A4 is above the rim when B5 reaches
through the basket from below and touches the ball. Shall
two (or three) points be awarded to A2?


9. Team A has been in control of the ball for six seconds in the
team A backcourt when B4 deliberately contacts the ball
with his foot. A throw-in is awarded to team A in its back-
court. Shall team A have only two seconds remaining to
advance the ball into the team A frontcourt?


10. A3 and B3 are involved in a double foul, after which a techni-
cal foul is committed by coach A. Shall play resume with two
free throws awarded to team B, followed by a throw-in for
team B at the center line extended opposite the scorer’s
table?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1. No. Team A shall have only 9 seconds remaining in the 24-
second period. (Art. 50.4)


2. No. Only the head coach may remain standing while the game
is being played. (Art. 7.5)


3. No. A 3-second violation can occur only when a team is in con-
trol of the ball in-bounds in the frontcourt. (Art. 26.1.1)


4. Yes. If a team that is entitled to the next alternating possession
throw-in is awarded a throw-in as the result of a foul com-
mitted by the opponents, that team shall not lose its right to
the next alternating possession throw-in. (Art. 12.4.8)


5. Yes. A violation has been committed and therefore either team
may substitute. (Art. 19.4.1)


6. Yes. (Art. 12, FIBA Interpretation)


7. No. The game clock shall not be stopped unless an official
blows the whistle. (Art. 49.2)


8. No. B5’s violation is not considered to be goal tending or inter-
ference because the ball was not above the rim as the result
of a shot for a field goal or a free throw. Play shall resume
with a throw-in for team A. Team A shall also be awarded a
new 24-second period. (Art. 31, FIBA Interpretation)


9. No. The ball became dead as the result of B4’s contacting the
ball with his foot rather than because it went out-of-bounds.
Team A shall be awarded a new 8-second period. (Art. 28.2.2)


10. Yes. This is a special situation and therefore the penalty for
the double foul shall be cancelled, leaving only the penalty
for the coach A technical foul remaining to be administered.
(Art. 42.2.3, 42.2.7)
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QUESTIONS 
1. Shall the assistant coach be permitted to remain standing while the game is being


played? 
2. The ball is in the air on a shot for goal when the 24-second signal sounds. The ball


misses the ring on the shot, but is immediately controlled by a defensive player. Has
a 24-second violation occurred?


3. A-3 commits a throw-in violation. Shall team A be permitted to substitute at this time?
4. A-4 is awarded one free throw. After the official has stepped into the restricted area


to administer the free throw but before the ball is at the disposal of A-4, team B asks
for a time-out. Shall the time-out be granted?


5. During an alternating possession throw-in for team A, a violation is committed by
thrower-in A-3. Team B is awarded a throw-in as a result of the violation. Shall team
B be entitled to the next alternating possession throw-in?


6. While the ball is in the air on a shot for goal by A-2, the signal sounds to end the
period. After the ball has touched the ring following the sounding of the signal, it is
tapped into the basket by A-5. Shall the goal count?


7. A-5 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against B-5, after which a technical foul is
committed by coach B. An additional technical foul is then committed by B-2. Shall
the officials cancel the penalties resulting from the coach B technical foul and the
B-2 technical foul and play resume with the penalty for the unsportsmanlike foul?


8. After the ball has been placed at the disposal of A-3 for an alternating possession
throw-in, A-5 commits an unsportsmanlike foul. Shall team A continue to be entitled
to the next alternating possession throw-in?


9. With thirty seconds remaining in a last period, team A scores a field goal. May B-3
substitute at this time?


10. While A-3 has the ball out-of-bounds for a throw-in in the team A frontcourt, A-5 is
more than three seconds in the restricted area in the team A frontcourt. Has A-5
committed a violation?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1. No (Art. 7.5)


2. No (Art. 29.1.2)


3. Yes (Art. 19.2.2, 19.2.3)


4. Yes (Art. 19.2.3)


5. Yes (Art. 12.4.7) 


6. No (Art. 31.2.6)


7. No. Penalties shall be cancelled in the
order in which they occurred; the unsport-
smanlike foul by A-5, and the technical foul
by coach B shall cancel each other (Art.
42.2.2, 42.2.3)


8. Yes (Art. 12.4.8)


9. Yes (Art. 19.2.2)


10. No. The 3-second rule does not apply to
throw-in situations (Art. 26.1.1, FIBA
Interpretation)
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


QUESTIONS 
1. After the ball has been handed to A3 for


an alternating possession throw-in, but,
before it has touched, a player on the
court, A5 commits a disqualifying foul.
Shall team A be entitled to the next
alternating possession throw-in? 


2. A shot for a basket by A2 does not touch
the rim or enter the basket. Before
either team can establish control of the
ball, a held ball occurs. At the time of
the held ball, there is 10 seconds remai-
ning in the 24-second period. Team A is
entitled to the next alternating posses-
sion throw-in. Shall team A have only 10
seconds remaining in the 24-second
period? 


3. Is the assistant coach permitted to
remain standing, while the game is
being played, provided the head coach
is not standing at the same time? 


4. A2 is dribbling the ball while being clo-
sely guarded in team A’s backcourt. At
the same time, A4 remains in the oppo-
nents’ restricted area for more than 3
seconds. Has A4 committed a 3-second
violation? 


5. Following an unsuccessful shot for a
basket, A3 appears to be injured and
coach A comes onto the court to assist
A3. A time-out is then requested by
team B. At the end of the time-out, A3
has recovered and asks to remain in the
game as a player. Shall A3’s request be
permitted? 


6. A shot for a goal by A3 is on its upward
flight when it is touched by a team B
player. The ball is then on its downward
flight with a reasonable chance of ente-
ring the basket when it is tapped away
by B3. Has B3 committed goal tending? 


7. Team A has been in control of the ball in
the team A backcourt for 5 seconds, when B5 deliberately contacts the ball
with his foot. A throw-in is awarded to team A. Shall team A have only 3
seconds remaining to move the ball in the team A frontcourt?


8. A5 enters the game to replace A3. Before the clock can again start following
the substitution, a technical foul is committed by A5. This is A5’s fifth player
foul. The only team A substitute available is A3. May A3 re-enter the game to
replace A5? 


9. A3 is fouled by B3. This is the third team B foul in that period. Before the ball
can be placed handed to A3 for a throw-in, A4 and B4 commit a double foul.
Is this a jump ball situation? 


10. A2 scores a field goal, after which technical fouls are committed by A4 and
B4. After the fouls have been properly reported to the scorer, shall play resu-
me with a team B throw-in at the endline behind the team B basket? 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1. Yes; Article 12.4.8
2. Yes; Articles 12.3, 50.4
3. No: Article 7.5
4. No; Article 26.1.1
5. Yes; Article 5.6
6. No; Article 31.2.1
7. No; Article 28.2.2 
8. Yes; Article 19.2.4
9. No; Article 42.2.3 
10.  Yes; Article 42.2.7
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


1. During an alternating possession
throw-in that is to begin a period,
thrower-in A3 commits a violation. A
throw-in is awarded to team B as a
result of the violation. Shall team A
continue to be entitled to the next
alternating possession throw-in?


2. A10 enters the game to replace A5 who
is injured. Team B is then granted a
time-out. Before the time-out has
ended, A5 recovers and asks to re-
enter the game. Shall the request be
granted?


3. With 10 seconds remaining in the 24-
second period and team A in control of
the ball, the ball is above the ring other
than on a shot for a field goal. B4 then
commits a violation by reaching throu-
gh the basket and contacting the ball.
A throw-in is awarded to team A. Shall
team A have only 10 seconds remai-
ning in the 24-second period?


4. The ball is within the basket as the
result of an A3 shot for a field goal
when A1 contacts the ball. Shall the
ball become dead immediately?


5. While team A has control of the ball in
the team A frontcourt, a pass from A2
to A4 strikes an official, after which the
ball immediately returns to the back-
court. The ball is next controlled by A3.
Has team A committed a violation by
illegally returning the ball to the back-
court?


6. Team A is awarded an alternating pos-
session throw-in from a sideline in the
team A frontcourt. May the thrower-in
pass the ball to a teammate who is in
the team A backcourt?


7. A shot for a field goal by A1 is in the air
when the 24-second signal sounds. The ball then fails to touch the ring or
enter the basket, after which it is immediately controlled by a team B player.
Shall the officials disregard the signal and allow play to continue without
interruption? 


8. During the pre-game warm-up, a technical foul is committed by a team A
player. Shall this technical foul count as one of the fouls leading to the
penalty situation in the first period?


9. Team A has had control of the ball is the team A backcourt for 5 seconds
when B3 deliberately contacts the ball with the foot. A throw-in is awarded
to team A. Shall team A also be awarded a new 24-second period as well as
a new 8-second period? 


10. Team A is in control of the ball with 15 seconds remaining in the 24-second
period when a fight situation occurs. Following the interruption of the game
because of the fight situation, the officials determine that all penalties can-
cel each other. Shall play resume with a throw-in for team A with 15 seconds
remaining in the 24-second period?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. No. (Article 12.4.7)
2. Yes. (Article 19.2.4)
3. No. (Team A shall be awarded a new 24-


second period. The action by B5 was itself
a violation, the same as when a player
strikes the ball with a fist or licks the ball.
Not to award a new 24-second period
would be to reward bad defense. Article
50.2)


4. No. (Once the ball has entered the basket, the
offense cannot commit interference. Article
31.2.4)


5. Yes. (When the ball strikes an official, it is the
same as if the ball strikes the floor where
that official is standing. Article 30.2)


6. No. (Article 30.1.2)
7. Yes. (Article 29.1.2)
8. Yes. (Article 38.4.1)
9. Yes. (Articles 28, 50, FIBA Interpretation)
10. Yes. (Articles 42.2.7, 50.4)


Corrections
The correct answer in FIBA Assist 11, 
question 6, is yes.





File Attachment
Assist 12.pdf




REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


1. Team A is in control of the
ball with 5 seconds remai-
ning on the 24-second clock
when a fight situation occurs.
After order has been resto-
red and penalties have been
determined, the officials find
that all penalties cancel each
other. Shall play resume with
a team A throw-in and only 5
seconds remaining in the 24-
second period?


2. A shot for a goal is in the air
when a double foul is com-
mitted by A2 and B2. The shot
is successful. Shall play
resume with an alternating
possession throw-in?


3. A3 receives the ball while in
the air and comes to a stop in
one continuous motion by
landing on one foot, jumping
off that foot and finally lan-
ding on both feet simulta-
neously. A3 then pivots. Has
A3 committed a traveling vio-
lation?


4. A4, within the 2-point area,
attempts a pass to A5. The
ball is above the rim when B5
reaches through the basket
from below and touches the
ball. Shall A4 be awarded two
points?


5. A8 substitutes for A3. After
the substitution but in the
same stopped clock period,
A5 commits a fifth foul and
must leave the game. The
only player on the team A
bench entitled to play is A3.
May A3 re-enter the game at
this time?


6. After a violation for illegally
returning the ball to the back-
court, shall the resulting
throw-in always take place in
the throwing-in team’s front
court?


7. A5 commits a violation on a
last or only free throw. May
team A be granted a time-out
at this time? 


8. After A4 has ended a dribble,
a held ball is called between
A4 and B4. Team A is entitled


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. Yes (Article 39.3.2)
2. No (Article 35.2.2)
3. Yes (Article 25.2.1)
4. No (Article 13.2.2)
5. Yes (Article 19.2.4)
6. Yes (Article 22.2)
7. Yes (Article 18.4.1, 3rd bullet)
8. Yes (Article 12.3, 50.4)
9. No (Article 22.2)
10. Yes (The ball has not become dead as


a consequence of one of the situations
listed in Article 28.2.2 or 50.4) 


to the next alternating posses-
sion. Shall play resume with a
team A throw-in and no reset of
the 24-second clock? 


9. On the jump ball that begins the
game, the legally tapped ball is
touched but not controlled by A5,
after which the ball goes out-of-
bounds. Shall the jump ball be
repeated? 


10. A3 has been dribbling the ball in
team A’s backcourt for 6 seconds
when B3 deliberately deflects
the ball with the foot. On the
resulting team A throw-in, shall
team A be given a new 8-second
period to advance the ball to the
team A frontcourt?
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


1. After the ball is given to A2 for an
alternating possession throw-in but
before it has touched a player on the
court, A4 commits a disqualifying
foul. Shall team A lose the right to
the next alternating possession as a
result of the disqualifying foul? 


2. A5's last free throw is successful.
On the resulting throw-in, the ball is
touched but not controlled by A4 on
the court. Shall the game clock be
started when the ball touches A4? 


3. A5 is injured. A8 substitutes for A5,
after which a time-out is taken by
team B. During the time-out, coach
A notifies the officials that A5 has
recovered and wishes to re-enter
the game before play is resumed.
Shall A5 be permitted to re-enter? 


4. With team A entitled to the next
alternating possession throw-in, A3
scores a field goal. While the ball is
in the hands of B5 standing out-of-
bounds for the resulting throw-in,
technical fouls are committed by A1
and B1. Shall play resume with an
alternating possession throw-in for
team A? 


5. A last free throw by A4 fails to touch
the rim. A8 and B8 are waiting at the
scorekeeper's table to enter the
game as substitutes. Shall A8 and
B8 be permitted to enter the game at
this time? 


6. In the last two minutes of the 4th
period of play, team A has three
timeouts remaining. May team A
now be awarded three successive
timeouts? 


7. During the last two minutes of the
4th period, A8 is waiting at the sco-
rekeeper's table to enter the game
as a substitute. B3 then commits an
interference violation on a shot for a
basket by A5. Shall A8 be permitted to
enter the game at this time? 


8. While in the air, A5 prevents the ball from
going out-of-bounds by tapping the ball
to A3. A5 returns to the floor in the out-
of-bounds area but immediately returns
to the in-bounds area and then receives
a pass from A3. Has A5 committed an
out-of-bounds violation? 


9. With team A in control of the ball and
with twenty seconds remaining on the


24-second clock, an official interrupts
play because of a wet court. When play
resumes, shall team A be given a new 24-
second period, provided team B is not
placed at a disadvantage? 


10. After a team A field goal, team B is gran-
ted a time-out. Following the time-out,
thrower-in B2 passes the ball to B3 who
is also out-of-bounds on that endline. B3
then passes the ball to a teammate who
is in-bounds. The entire action takes less
than five seconds. Has a throw-in viola-
tion been committed by team?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. No: 12.4.8
2. Yes: 49.2
3. Yes: 19.2.4
4. No: 12.3
5. Yes: 19.4.1
6. Yes: 18.2.4
7. No: 19.4.2
8. No: 23.1.2
9. Yes: 29.2.2
10. No: 17.2.6
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


QUESTIONS
1. A3 has been in the team B restricted


area for two seconds when A3 relea-
ses a shot for a goal. The ball strikes
the backboard but does not touch the
basket rim and then rebounds to A3
who is still within the restricted area.
A3 gains immediate control of the ball
and then pivots in the direction of the
basket in preparation for releasing a
new shot for a goal. Shall a 3-second
violation be charged to A3?


2. A5 is awarded one free throw. Coach B
instructs team B players that they not
occupy lane places during the free
throw. Shall a technical foul be charged
to coach B?


3. A2 appears to be injured and coach A
comes onto the playing court to assess
A2's injury. After 50 seconds has pas-
sed, A2 has recovered and is prepared
to continue participating. Team A has
no substitutes available. Shall A2 be
permitted to remain in the game without
penalty?


4. Team A has had control of the ball for 4
seconds in the team A backcourt when
a double foul is committed. When play


resumes, shall team A have only 4
seconds remaining in which to cause
the ball to move to the frontcourt of
team A?


5. While A3 is dribbling the ball in the team
A backcourt, A5 remains in the team B
restricted area for more than 3
seconds. Has A3 committed a 3-second
violation?


6. B3 fouls A2 during A2's unsuccessful
shot for a goal, after which A4 fouls B4
before the ball has become dead. The
officials award A2 two free throws, to
be followed by the awarding of a throw-
in to team B. Following the free throws
by A2 but before
the ball can be
placed at the
disposal of a
team B player for
the throw-in,
team A requests
that A8 substitute
for A2. Shall the
substitution be
permitted?


7. A final free throw
by A1 is within


the basket when the ball is touched by
A4. Has A4 committed interference with
the free throw?


8. During a loose ball situation, A2 gains
control of the ball while lying on the
floor. A2 then rolls in an attempt to pass
the ball to A4. Has A2 committed a tra-
vel violation? 


9. The assistant coach of team B reque-
sts a time-out? Shall the time-out be
granted?


10. A5 is wearing protective equipment on
A5's upper arm. The equipment is suffi-
ciently padded. Shall A5 be permitted to
participate in the game?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. No. (Art. 26.1.1; team


control ended with the
release of the ball on
the first shot for a
goal)


2. No. (Art. 43.2.4; although
a team is "entitled" to
lane places, it is not
required that the lane
places be occupied)


3. Yes. (Art. 19.2.4)
4. Yes. (Art. 28.2.2)
5. No. (Art. 26.1.1)
6. Yes. (Art. 19.4.1, 


final paragraph)
7. No. (Art. 31.2.5, 


third bullet)
8. Yes. (Art. 25.2.3)
9. Yes. (Art. 18.1)
10. Yes. (Art. 4.4.2)
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


QUESTIONS
1. A4 is awarded one free-throw.


After the ball has been placed at
the disposal of the A4, a time-out is
requested by either team by team A
or team B. A4's free-throw is suc-
cessful. Shall the time-out be gran-
ted before the resulting team B
throw-in?


2. During the half-time interval of play,
A8 goes to the scorekeeper to
request that he enter the game to
replace A5. Must A8 report his sub-
stitution to an official before being
permitted to enter the game for the
third period?


3. During a dead ball period when
play will resume with a throw-in,
shall the time-out opportunity end
when the ball is placed at the
disposal of the player, who throws
the ball in?


4. Coach B is charged with a techni-
cal foul. Team A is awarded two
free-throws to be followed by a
team A throw-in at the center line
extended, opposite the scorer's
table. The last free throw is not
successful. Before the ball has
been placed at the disposal of a
team A player for the throw-in,
coach B requests a time-out. Shall
the time-out be granted at this
time?


5. During a dribble, A4 loses control of
the ball, which then touches B8
who is waiting out-of-bounds at the
scorer's table to enter the game as
a substitute. Shall a throw-in be
awarded to team B? 


6. A3 is awarded two free-throws.
After the ball has been placed at
the disposal of A3 but before the
ball has been released for the first
free-throw, a time-out is requested
by either team the team A or team
B. The free-throw is successful.
Shall the time-out be granted befo-
re A4's second free throw is
attempted?


7. During the last two minutes of play,
a field goal is scored by A5, after
which a time-out is granted to team
B. Following the time-out, shall play
resume with a team B throw-in at


the center line extended, opposite
the scorer's table?


8. During the last two minutes of play,
A3 commits a traveling violation in
team A's front court, after which a
time-out is granted to team A. Shall
the resulting team B throw-in be
administered at the center line exten-
ded, opposite the scorer's table?


9. During the last two minutes of play,
A2 commits an 8-second violation.
Shall the resulting team B throw-in
be awarded at the center line
extended, opposite the scorer's
table?


10. A5 accidentally scores a field goal
in his own basket. Shall the goal be
cancelled?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. Yes. (Changes to the Official


Basketball Rules, October 05)
2. No. (Art. 19.3.7)
3. Yes. (Art. 18.2.3)
4. Yes. (Changes to the Official


Basketball Rules, October 05)
5. Yes. (Articles. 23.2.1, 4.2.3)
6. No. (Changes to The Official 


Basketball Rules, October 05)
7. Yes. (Changes to The Official


Basketball Rules, October 05)
8. No. (Changes to The Official


Basketball Rules, October, 05)
9. No. (Changes to The Official


Basketball Rules, October 05)
10. No. (Art. 16.2.2)
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


QUESTIONS
1. During the last two minutes of play in


the 4th period, A2 commits a 3-second
violation. Team A then requests and is
granted a time-out. When play resu-
mes, shall the resulting throw-in take
place at the center line extended,
opposite the scorer's table?


2. Twenty minutes before the game is to
begin, both coaches agree to exchan-
ge the baskets that they will attack
when the 1st period begins, but conti-
nue to occupy the benches assigned
to them by rule. Shall the officials per-
mit this exchange?


3. During the final two minutes of play in
the 4th period, team A has been in
control of the ball in the team A back-
court for 5 seconds, when B4 deflects
the ball out-of-bounds. Team A then is
granted a time-out. On the throw-in at
the center line extended that follows
the time-out, the ball is passed to A2,
who is in the team A backcourt. Shall
team A now have only 3 seconds to
advance the ball to the frontcourt?


4. On a single free-throw awarded to A3,
the ball is in the air on the shot when a
double foul occurs between A4 and
B4. The ball then misses the basket on
the free-throw attempt. Shall play
resume with a throw-in at the free-
throw line extended for team B?


5. A5 is designated on the score sheet as
the captain of team A. A10 enters the
game as a substitute for A5 and to
replace A5 as captain. While A5 is not
participating, coach A receives a
disqualifying foul. Team A does not
have a designated assistant coach.
Shall A10 assume the position of team
A coach?


6. Near the end of the 1st period, A3
releases a shot for a basket. After the
release of the shot but before A3 has
returned both feet to the floor, A3 is
fouled by B3, after which the signal
sounds to end the period. The shot for
the basket is successful and A3 is
awarded one free-throw. Coach B
requests a time-out before the ball has
been handed to A3 for the free-throw.
Shall the time-out be granted? 


7. During the final two minutes of play in
the 4th period, a travel violation is


committed by A5, who is in the team A
front court. A substitution is then gran-
ted to either team A or team B. Shall
the game resume with a team B throw-
in at the center line extended opposite
the scorer's table?


8. Team A is awarded an alternating pos-
session throw-in. After the ball has
been handed to A2 for the throw-in,
coach A is charged with a technical
foul. Shall team B be entitled to the
next alternating possession throw-in?


9. A4 is awarded two free-throws. The
final free-throw is successful. After
the final free-throw but before the ball
is handed to team B for the throw-in,
team A requests a time-out. Shall the
time-out be granted?


10. While A3 is in the act of shooting for a
field goal but before the ball has left
A3's hands, a double foul is committed
by A4 and B4. The ball becomes dead
immediately. Shall free-throws be
awarded to A3?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. No. If, however, a time-out were


to be awarded to team B, the
resulting throw-in would be
administered at the center line
extended, opposite the scorer's
table.


2. Yes.
3. No. The ball has already been


advanced to the frontcourt
because of the throw-in at the
center line extended. Team A
shall have a new 8-second
period.


4. Yes. This is a special situation.
In determining how play shall
resume, the normal double foul
penalty is canceled, leaving only
the penalty for the free-throw
violation to be administered.


5. No. A5 shall become the new
team A coach because A5 is the
player designated as captain on
the official score sheet.


6. No. The period has ended and
therefore an interval of play has
begun. A time-out cannot be
granted during an interval of play.  


7. No. The throw-in shall take
place at the sideline or endline
place nearest to where the travel
violation occurred.


8. No. If a foul is committed during an
alternating possession throw-in,
the team entitled to that throw-in
continues to be entitled to the next
alternating possession throw-in.


9. Yes.
10. No.
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REFEREES , SCORER ’S TABLE AND COMMISSIONERS


QUESTIONS
1. At the beginning of the 3rd period, team


A has only four team members entitled
to participate. Shall the period begin
with only four team A players?


2. A5 commits a 5th foul and is no longer
entitled to participate. A5 then commits
a technical foul. Shall the technical foul
count as one of the team fouls leading to
the penalty situation in that period?


3. A shot for a field goal by A3 is within the
basket, when B5 touches the backboard,
causing it to vibrate. The ball passes
through the basket. Shall B5 be charged
with a technical foul?


4. While team A is in control of the ball with
four seconds remaining in the 24-second
period, a technical foul is committed by
coach A, followed by a technical foul
committed by B4. Team B is entitled to
the next alternating possession throw-
in. Shall play resume with a team B
throw-in?


5. B5 commits a disqualifying foul that
does not involve contact with an oppo-
nent. Shall any team A player attempt
the resulting free throws? 


6. While the ball is in its downward flight
on a shot for a goal, A2 commits goal
tending and the ball enters the basket.
Shall the resulting team B throw-in take
place at the free throw line extended?


7. A pass by A3 goes out-of-bounds where
it first touches substitute B8. Shall a
throw-in be awarded to team A? 


8. A 2nd technical foul, entered in the
score sheet as a 2nd "C", is committed
by coach A because of personal
unsportsmanlike behavior. Two free-
throws to be followed by a throw-in at
the center line extended are awarded
to team B because of the coach A tech-
nical foul. Shall an additional penalty
also be awarded because of coach A's
disqualification? 


9. A5 is awarded two free-throws. While
the ball is dead following the first free-
throw, B3 commits a technical foul. B8
now asks to enter the game to replace
B3. Shall B8 be permitted to enter the
game immediately? 


10. While holding the ball, A4 is being guar-
ded by B4. B4 does not allow sufficient
room for A4 to pivot. Is B4 in a legal
guarding position? 


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS
1. Yes. (Article 21.1)
2. No. (Article 40.2, 38.4.1)
3. No. (Article 38.3.1)
4. No. (Article 42.2.7)
5. Yes. (Article 37.2.3)


6. Yes. (Article 31.3.1)
7. No. (Article 23.2.1)
8. No. (Article 37.1.4)
9. No. (Article 19.4.1)
10. Yes. (Article 33.4)
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


QUESTIONS
1. A throw-in by A5 is touched by B3 after it has


left the hand of A5. The ball then passes
through the team B basket. Will player A5 be
awarded 2 (or 3) points?


2. A shot for goal by A2 is in flight when an offi-
cial blows his whistle. The ball then touches
the rim and is bouncing above the rim when
it is touched by A4. Has A4 committed inter-
ference?


3. A8 enters the game to replace A3. Before
the ball can again become live, A5 commits
a fifth foul and must leave the game. Shall A3
be permitted to re-enter the game during the
same dead ball period?


4. On an alternating possession throw-in that
begins a period, A2 touches but does not
control the ball. Before the ball can be con-
trolled by either team, a foul is called. Shall
team A continue to be entitled to the next
alternating possession?


5. B4 commits an unsportsmanlike foul against
A4 during A4's unsuccessful shot for a goal.
B2 then commits a technical foul, after
which a technical foul is also committed by
A2. Shall the penalties for the technical fouls
committed by B2 and A2 cancel each other
and play resume with the penalty resulting
from the unsportsmanlike foul by B4?


6. A3 commits a 3-second violation. A2 and B2
then commit technical fouls. Team A is enti-
tled to the next alternating possession
throw-in. Shall play resume with an alterna-
ting possession throw-in for team A?


7. Coach B requests a time-out at the next
opportunity. The clock is then stopped
because a foul has been committed and
players immediately move to their respective
team bench areas. Shall the time-out period
begin when the referee's communication
with the scorekeeper has been completed?


8. During a time-out, A8 reports to the sco-
rekeeper as a substitute. Shall A8 become a
player when the time-out has ended?


9. While team A is in control of the ball, a tech-
nical foul is committed by A5 for disrespect-
fully addressing an official. Is this a team
control foul?


10. Team A is in control of the ball in the team A
backcourt with 4 seconds remaining in an 8-
second period when A2 and B2, in the team
A front court, commit a double foul. Shall
play resume with a team A throw-in in the
team A backcourt and 4 seconds remaining
in the 8-second period?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS
1. No. Because the ball was last tou-
ched by B3, the goal shall count but
shall be recorded as having been sco-
red by the team A captain. (Appendix
to the Official Rules, B.11.2)
2. Yes. (Article 31.2.6)
3. No. (Article 19.2.4)
4. No. (Article 12.4.5)
5. No. In Special Situations, penalties
shall be canceled in the order in
which they were called. The penalty
for the B4 unsportsmanlike foul will
cancel the penalty for the A2 technical
foul. Play shall resume with the admi-
nistration of the penalty resulting from
the B2 technical foul. (Article 42.2.3)
6. No. Team B was entitled to the
ball as a result of the 3-second vio-
lation by A3. Play shall resume with


a throw-in for team B at the endline
place nearest to where the A3 viola-
tion occurred but not directly
behind the backboard. (Article 12.3,
6th bullet)
7. Yes. (Article 18.2.2, 1st bullet)
8. No. A8 shall become a player when
the substitution request is made to the
scorekeeper. (Article 4.2.3)
9. No. Only normal personal fouls
(rather than technical fouls, unsport-
smanlike fouls and disqualifying
fouls) committed by a player whose
team is in control of the ball qualify as
team control fouls. (Article 41.2.2)
10. No. Play shall resume with a team
A throw-in in team A's front court at
the sideline or endline place nearest
to where the double foul occurred.
(Article 35.2.2, 2nd bullet)
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


QUESTIONS
1. During the last two minutes of the 4th period,


A4 shoots a successful final free throw, after
which team B is granted a time-out. Following
the time-out, shall play resume with a team B
throw-in at the free-throw line extended,
opposite the scorer's table?


2. On a throw-in by A2, the ball passes through
the team B basket. Shall team B be awarded a
throw-in at the free throw line extended nea-
rer the team B basket?


3. After the ball has been placed at the disposal
of A5 for two free throws, B8 asks to enter the
game as a substitute for B4. Following A5's
successful first free throw, a technical foul is
charged to a team A player. Shall B8 be per-
mitted to enter the game immediately after the
technical foul has been reported to the scorer?


4. The ball has not yet touched the frontcourt
when A3 ends the dribble while straddling the
centerline. A3 then fumbles the ball, after
which the ball lands in the backcourt and is
again controlled by A3. Has the ball been ille-
gally returned to the backcourt?


5. A2 accidentally scores a field goal in the
wrong basket. Shall two points be recorded as
having been scored by the team B captain?


6. A3 is awarded two free throws, both of which
are successful. Following the final free throw
but before the ball is at the disposal of a team
B player out-of-bounds for the resulting throw-
in, team A requests a time-out. Shall the time-
out be permitted immediately?


7. Must an unsportsmanlike foul always involve
contact with an opposing player?


8. Following a successful field goal during the
last two minutes of play, team B is granted a
time-out. Following the team B time-out, team
A is granted another time-out. Shall play resu-
me, following the team A time-out, with a team
B throw-in at the centerline extended opposi-
te the scorer's table?


9. During a dead ball, a jump ball situation occurs.
Team A is entitled to the next alternating pos-
session throw-in. Before the ball is placed at
the disposal of a team A player for the resulting
throw-in, B4 fouls A4. This is the third team A
foul in that period. Shall play resume with the
team A alternating possession throw-in?


10. After the ball has been placed at the disposal
of A3 for the alternating possession throw-in
that will begin the 2nd period but before the
ball has touched a player on the court, B4 fouls
A4. Has the B4 foul occurred during an interval
of play?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS
1. Yes. (Changes to Official


Basketball Rules, October 2005)
2. No. The throw-in shall be admi-


nistered at the sideline or endli-
ne place where the original
throw-in occurred. (Art. 17.3.1,
17.4)


3. No. B8 may not enter the game
until following the completion
of A5's final free throw (Art.
19.4.1)


4. Yes. (Art. 30.1.1, 30.1.2)


5. Yes (Art. 16.2.2)
6. Yes (Changes to Official


Basketball Rules, October 2005)
7. Yes. (Art. 36.1.1)
8. Yes. (Changes to Official


Basketball Rules, October 2005)
9. No. Play shall resume with a


team A throw-in resulting from
the B4 foul. Team A shall not lose
its right to the next alternating
possession throw-in in the next
jump ball situation. (Art. 12.4.8)


10. No. (Art. 12.4.8)
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


1. A4 is injured. The assistant coach of team A
comes onto the playing court, but does not
assist A4. A4 recovers and insists he is able
to continue participating. Must A4 leave the
game and be replaced by a substitute? 


2. On the last free throw by A5, the ball fails to
touch the rim or enter the basket. Shall the
resulting team B throw-in be administered
at the endline, but not directly behind the
backboard?


3. At the end of the third period, team A is enti-
tled to the next alternating possession
throw-in. In the following interval of play,
technical fouls are committed by B2 and
then by A2. Shall the fourth period still begin
with the alternating possession throw-in by
team A?


4. During the first period, B8 is waiting at the
scorer's table to enter the game as a sub-
stitute. Team A then scores a field goal.
Shall B8 now be permitted to enter the
game?


5. During a time-out, A8 wants to enter the
game as a substitute. For the substitution to
be legal, must A8 report to both the scorer
and an official?


6. While A3 is dribbling the ball in the team A
frontcourt near the centerline, a 3-second
violation is committed by A5. Shall the
resulting throw-in be administered at the
endline, but not directly behind the back-
board?


7. During the last two minutes of the fourth
period, A4 commits an offensive interfer-
ence during a shot at the basket. Coach A
now requests a timeout. Shall the timeout
be granted?


8. After a violation has been committed for
illegally returning the ball to the backcourt,
shall the resulting throw-in always be
administered in the frontcourt of the team
awarded the throw-in?


9. A5 is awarded one free throw. After the ball
has been placed at the disposal of A5, but
before the ball has been released of the
free- throw attempt, A3 fouls B3. This is the
fifth team A player foul in that period. Shall
B3 be awarded two free-throws?


10. During the last two minutes of play, team A
is awarded a throw-in in the team A back-
court, after which the referee interrupts the
game because of water on the floor.
Following the interruption, shall play resume
with a team A throw-in at the centerline
extended, opposite the scorer's table?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS
1. Yes (Art. 5.3; FIBA Interpretation)
2. No. (Art. 43.3.1)
3. Yes. (Art. 42.2.7)
4. No. (Art. 19.2.2; The game clock has
not stopped)
5. No. (Art. 19.3.7)
6. Yes. (Art. 22.2)
7. No. (Art. 18.4.2; A field goal was
scored by team A)
8. Yes. Art.22.2; Such a violation will


always occur in the violating team's
backcourt, which would be the
receiving team's frontcourt)
9. No. (Art. 41.2.2); The foul by A3 is
considered a team control foul. The
players will not line up for the
rebound on the last free-throw.
Whether the last free-throw is made
or not, the ball goes to team B for a
throw-in from the endline.
10. No. (Art. 17.2.3)
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


QUESTIONS
The following questions focus on the document,
“FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Official
Interpretations.” A free download is provided on the
FIBA website (www.fiba.com). For additional clarifi-
cations, explanations or examples, please consult
this document.


1. Before the jump ball can be administered, the
scorer realizes that two of the players are wea-
ring numbers that are different from those on
the team list. Shall the referee direct the scorer
to correct the numbers on the scoresheet,
after which the game shall resume without
penalty?


2. In the pre-game warm-up, team A and team B
practice at the correct baskets as prescribed
by rule. When the jump ball is administered to
start the game, however, both teams
mistakenly face in the wrong directions and
play begins. A5 scores two points, at which
time the error is discovered. Shall the two
points scored by A5 be awarded to team B and
credited to the team B captain? 


3. During the 1st period, A5 attempts a shot for a
basket. While the ball is in the air on the shot, the
24-second signal sounds, after which the ball
enters the basket.  Team A immediately reque-
sts a time-out. Shall the time-out be granted? 


4. A3 is awarded two free-throws. After the first
free-throw but before the ball is at the disposal
of the player for the second free-throw, team
A requests a time-out. On the second free-
throw, A3 commits a violation. Shall the time-
out be granted immediately? 


5. A3’s shot for a goal has touched the rim and
is rebounding above it when B5 reaches
through the basket from below and tips the
ball away from the basket. Shall two points
be awarded to A3? 


6. A5 is a player-coach. During an interval of
play, A5 commits a technical foul. Shall this
technical foul be penalized as a coach’s foul? 


7. After players from both teams have left the
team bench areas during a fighting situation,
the officials determine that play shall resume
with a possession arrow throw-in for team A.
Shall this throw-in take place at the sideline or
baseline place nearest to where the ball last
became dead?


8. A2 is awarded two free-throws. While the ball
is dead following the first free-throw, coach A
and player B3 commit technical fouls. Shall A2
be awarded a second free-throw, after which
the game be permitted to resume as it normal-


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ANSWERS


1. Yes; Art. 7


2. No; Art. 9


3. No; Art. 18


4. Yes; Art. 18


5. No; Art. 31


6. No; Art. 38


7. No; Art. 39


8. Yes; Art.42


9. Yes; Art. 44


10. No; Art. 46
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ly would following any last free-throw? 
9.  A3 is awarded two free-throws. Before the ball


is placed at the disposal of A3 for the first free-
throw, a time-out is granted to team B. After
the time-out, the officials erroneously award
the free-throws to A5. The error is discovered
after the unsuccessful first free-throw. Shall
the free-throws awarded to team A be cancel-
led and play resume with a team B throw-in at
the free-throw line extended? 


10. Following a team A field goal during the final
two minutes of play in the 4th period, the ball
bounces far away from the in-bounds area. B8
is waiting at the scorer’s table to enter the
game as a substitute. Shall the official sound
the whistle and permit B8 to enter the game?
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


QUESTIONS
The following questions focus on the document, “FIBA 
Official Basketball Rules: Official Interpretations.” 
A free download is provided on the FIBA website 
(www.fiba.com). For additional clarifications, explanations 
or examples, please consult this document.


1. When players take their positions for the jump ball that
will begin the game, the scorer realizes that a team B
player's name was not included on the score sheet, but
is on the team list that was submitted to the scorer at the
appropriate time. Shall the referee direct that the
player's name be added to the score sheet without
penalty?


2. During the first period, an A5 shot for a field goal is in the
air when the 24-second buzzer sounds. The shot for the
goal is successful. Team A now requests a substitution.
Shall the substitution be permitted? 


3. During a live ball, a time-out is requested by team B,


after which a foul is committed by B3. While the official
is reporting the foul to the scorer and before the offi-
cial's whistle that begins the time-out, players go to their
respective team benches. Is this permissible? 


4. While a shot for a goal by A3 is in the air, the 24-second
signal sounds. The ball then touches the backboard but
does not touch the basket rim, after which it rolls on the
floor. As the ball rolls, it is touched first by B5 and then
by A5, after which it is finally controlled by B3. Has team
A committed a 24-second violation?


5. On a single free-throw awarded to A5, the ball has tou-
ched the rim and is bouncing above it with a reasonable
chance of entering the basket when B3 reaches through
the basket from below and touches the ball, causing it
not to enter the basket. Shall one point be awarded to
A5?


6. B5 is given a warning after interfering with a throw-in.
Later in the game, B3 again interferes with a throw-in.
Shall a technical foul be charged to B3? 


7. During the pre-game warm-up, a technical foul is com-
mitted by a team A player. Team B is awarded two free
throws to be administered before the jump ball that will
begin the game. The team B coach requests that B8,
who is not one of team B's starting players, be permitted
to attempt the free-throws. Shall the referee grant the
request?


8. A5 is awarded a free-throw. Team A is granted a time-
out before the free-throw is administered. Following the
time-out, A2 successfully attempts the free-throw awar-
ded to A5. The error is discovered during the first dead
ball after the game has resumed. The officials cancel the
one point scored on the erroneous free-throw. Shall play
resume with a team B throw-in at the sideline or the
endline place nearest to where the ball last became
dead?


9. A4 shoots for a field goal near the end of the final period
and the signal sounds to end the game. The officials rule
that the goal shall count. Coach B insists that the signal
to end the period had sounded before A4 released the
shot for a goal. The officials are absolutely sure that the
ball had been released before the signal sounded. Must
the officials use available and approved technical equip-
ment to verify if the goal shall count? 


10. A4 is holding a live ball but has not yet dribbled when A4
deliberately throws the ball against a backboard and
catches it again before it has touched another player.
May A4 now begin a dribble? 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


1. Yes; Art. 7
2. No; Art. 19
3. Yes; Art. 18
4. Yes; Art. 29
5. No; Art. 31


6. Yes; Art. 38
7. No; Art. 39
8. Yes; Art. 44
9. No; Art. 46
10. No; Art. 24
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


RIGHT OR WRONG?


1. No; Art. 29.3
2. No; Art. 44; FIBA
Interpretation
3. Yes.; Art. 25.2.1
4. No; Art. 28.2.2
5. No; Art. 35.2.2


6. No; Art. 47.2


7. No; Art. 37.2.3


8. No; Art. 38.1.5


9. Yes; Art. (39.2.3


10. Yes; Art. 12.4.8
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ANSWERS


The following questions focus on the document, “FIBA Official
Basketball Rules: Official Interpretations”. A free download is
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.com). For additional
clarifications, explanations or examples, please consult this
document.


QUESTIONS
1. A4 releases a shot for a goal from a position near the


baseline. The 24-second signal sounds while the ball is in
the air on the shot, after which the ball does not touch the
rim or go into the basket. Shall the resulting throw-in
awarded team B be administered from the free-throw line
extended?


2. Near the end of the first period, A4 is erroneously awarded
two free-throws and is successful on both attempts. The
period ends without the error being realized. During the
first dead ball following the beginning of the second
period, the error is discovered and brought to the attention
of the officials. Shall the free-throws scored by A4 be can-
celed?


3. A2 ends a dribble while both feet are off the floor, after
which A2 comes to a stop by landing on both feet simulta-
neously. May A2 now take a pivot step?


4. Team A has been in continuous control of the ball in its
backcourt for four seconds when the clock is stopped
because of an injury to a team A player. When play resu-
mes, shall team A be given a new 8-second period to
move the ball to the frontcourt?


5. While the ball is in the air on a last free-throw a double
foul occurs, after which the free-throw is successful. Is
this a jump-ball situation?


6. On a throw-in, is it acceptable for the official administe-
ring that throw-in to blow the whistle when the ball beco-
mes live?


7. B3 commits a disqualifying contact foul against A5. May
the resulting free-throws be attempted by any opposing
player?


8. Coach A is given a warning for disrespectfully communi-
cating with the table officials. Later in the game and while
team A is in control of the ball, coach A again disrespect-
fully addresses the table officials, after which A2 scores a
field goal. Coach A’s repeated action is now brought to the
attention of the referee who charges coach A with a tech-
nical foul. Shall the goal by A2 also be canceled?


9. A5 commits a dribble violation, after which a fighting
situation occurs between A5 and B5. A5 and B5 are char-
ged with disqualifying fouls. Shall play resume with a
team B throw-in?


10. During an interval of play, team A is entitled to the next
alternating possession. During the same interval of play, a
technical foul is charged to a team A player. Shall team A
continue to be entitled to the next alternating possession?
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REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


RIGHT OR WRONG?


1.   Yes.
2.   Yes.
3.   No.
4.   Yes.
5.   No.


6.   Yes.
7.   Yes.
8.   No.
9.   No.
10. No.
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ANSWERS


The following questions focus on the document, “FIBA Official
Basketball Rules: Official Interpretations”. A free download is
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.com). For additional cla-
rifications, explanations or examples, please consult this docu-
ment.


QUESTIONS
1. Captain A4 fouls B4. This is A4's 5th foul. A7 sub-


stitutes for A4. During the same game clock
stopped period, the coach of team A commits a
disqualifying foul. There is no assistant coach
for team A entered on the score sheet. Shall A4
now take over the duties of coach for team A?


2. During the first period, the scorer erroneously
awards team B with two points scored by A3.
The error is discovered during the interval
between the first and second period. Shall the
score sheet be corrected at this time?


3. Team A scores a field goal, after which A4 in the
restricted area commits a foul. This is the third
player foul committed by team A in that period.
On the resulting throw-in, shall the thrower-in be
permitted to run along the end line before relea-
sing the throw-in?


4. A2 in the team A frontcourt attempts a pass to
A4. The ball touches an official and is deflected
into the team A backcourt where it is the con-
trolled by A4. Has a violation occurred for ille-
gally returning to the backcourt?


5. An alternating possession throw-in is awarded
to A3 at a sideline in team A's frontcourt. Shall
A3 be permitted to pass the ball to a team-mate
who is in team A's backcourt?


6. With team A in control of the ball and ten
seconds remaining in the 24-second period, play
is interrupted because of a fighting situation.
Play resumes with a team A throw-in. Shall team
A have only ten seconds remaining in the 24-
second period?


7. A team A player mistakenly scores a field goal in
his own basket. Shall two points be awarded to
the captain of team B?


8. During A4's unsuccessful attempt to dunk the
ball, the ball rebounds from the basket ring, after
which the 24-second signal sounds in error. Is
this a jump ball situation?


9. In all alternating possession throw-ins, shall it
be always the referee, who administers the
throw-ins?


10. While team A is in control of the ball, B3 fouls
A3. The B3 foul is the second team B player foul
in that period. A2 and B2 then commit a double
foul. Is this a jump ball situation?
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1. No; 29.1.2
2. Yes; 12.4.7
3. No; 26.1.1
4. Yes; 4.4.2
5. Yes; 50.4
6. Yes; 19.2.4
7. No; 42.2.3
8. Yes; 5.6
9. Yes; 42.2.7
10. No; 26.1.1


REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS


The following questions focus on the document,
“FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Official
Interpretations”. A free download is provided
on the FIBA website (www.fiba.com). For addi-
tional clarifications, explanations or examples,
please consult this document.


QUESTIONS
1. While the ball is in the air on a shot for a


field goal, the 24-second signal sounds. The
ball does not touch the ring on the shot,
after which it is immediately controlled by
B5. Has a 24-second violation occurred? 


2. During an alternating possession throw-in
by A2, he commits a violation. Team B is
awarded a throw-in as a result of the viola-
tion. Shall team B still be entitled to the
next alternating possession throw-in? 


3. While A4 is holding a live ball out-of-
bounds at the endline in team A's front-
court, A2 is more than three seconds in
that restricted area. Has A2 committed a
violation? 


4. A5 is wearing sufficiently padded protecti-
ve equipment on the upper arm. Shall A5
be permitted to participate in the game? 


5. A3's shot for a goal does not touch the ring
or enter the basket after which a held ball
occurs before any player can gain control
of the ball. When the held ball occurs, 15
seconds remains in the 24-second period.
Team A is entitled to the next alternating
possession throw-in. When play resumes,
shall team A continue to have only 15
seconds remaining in the 24-second
period? 


6. A7 substitutes for A5. Before the clock can
start again following the substitution, A2
commits his fifth foul. The only team A sub-
stitute available is A5. May A5 now substi-
tute for A2? 


7. While team A is in control of the ball, A3
commits the third team A foul in that
period. Before the resulting throw-in, a
double foul is committed. Is this a jump ball
situation? 


8. While the clock is stopped and the ball is
dead, A4 appears to be injured and coach A
comes onto the court to attend to A4. Team
B then requests a time-out. At the end of the
time-out and before a substitute has repor-
ted to the scorer to replace A4, Coach A


asks that A4 remain in the game. Shall A4 be
permitted to continue participating? 


9. After a team A field goal, technical fouls are
committed by A3 and B3. Shall play resume
with an endline throw-in by team B? 


10. A4 has been in the team B restricted area
for two seconds when A5 releases a shot
for a 3-point field goal. The ball strikes the
backboard but not the basket ring and then
rebounds to A4, who is still within the
restricted area. Shall A4 be immediately
charged with a 3-second violation?
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1. Yes; Art. 9.8
2. No; Art10.2
3. Yes; Art. 42.2.7, 1st bullet
4. Yes; Art. 50.4, 5th bullet
5. Yes; Art. 12.3, 3rd bullet
6. No; Art. 12.4.8, 2nd bullet
7. Yes; Art. 48.4, 2nd bullet
8. Yes; Art. 29.3
9. No; Art. 35.1.1
10. No; Art. 31.3.1


REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS


The following questions focus on the docu-
ment, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Official
Interpretations”. A free download is provided
on the FIBA website (www.fiba.com). For
additional clarifications, explanations or
examples, please consult this document.


QUESTIONS
1. A shot for a field goal is in the air when


the game clock signals to end the
period. While the ball is still live after
the signal has sounded, a foul is com-
mitted by A2. Shall A2’s foul be consi-
dered to have happened during the
interval of play?  


2. During a throw-in, shall the ball beco-
me live when it touches or is touched
by a player on the court? 


3. While A2 is in the act of shooting for a
field goal, B4 commits an unsportsman-
like foul on A4, after which B5 commits
interference on A2’s shot for goal. A
technical foul is then committed by
coach A. Shall play resume with a
throw-in at the endline for team B? 


4.  While A3 is in control of the ball with 10
seconds remaining in the 24-second
period, unsportsmanlike fouls are com-
mitted by A2 and B2. Shall play resume
with a team A throw-in and 10 seconds
remaining in the 24-second period?


5. During an unsuccessful last or only one
free-throw, both A4 and B4 in their
free-throw rebound places commit a
violation. Is this a jump ball situation? 


6. During the alternating possession
throw-in that begins a period, A5 has
the ball at his disposal at the throw-in
spot when a foul is committed by B3.
Has B3’s foul occurred during an inter-
val of play? 


7. A game ends with the score team A 76,
team B 75. Before the referee has
signed the scoresheet, the scorer reali-
zes that a field goal scored by team B
has been erroneously credited to team
A. Shall the score be changed to cor-
rect the error? 


8. A shot for a field goal by A3 is in the air
when the 24-second signal sounds. The
ball touches the backboard, but fails to
enter the basket or touch the rim and


team B does not gain immediate and
clear control of the ball. Shall a throw-
in be awarded to team B at that endline
but not directly behind the backboard? 


9. At approximately the same time, A2 and
B2 commit technical fouls by verbally
abusing each other. Have A2 and B2
committed a double foul? 


10. Offensive interference is committed by
A4. Shall play resume with a team B
throw-in at that endline but not directly
behind the backboard? 


26_034   28-09-2007  12:40  Pagina 34









File Attachment
Assist 28.pdf






File Attachment
Assist 29.pdf




1. No; Article 17.3.1
2. No; Articles 41.1.1, 41.2.1
3. Yes; Articles 4.1.3, 4.2.3
4. Yes; Article 8.5
5. Yes; Articles 12.3, 43.3.3
6. Yes; Article 18.3.1
7. No; Article 12.4.8
8. No; Article 19.2.4
9. Yes; Article 29.1.2
10. No; Article 35.1


REFEREES AND GAME ADMINISTRATION


RIGHT OR WRONG?
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ANSWERS


The following questions focus on the docu-
ment, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules:
Official Interpretations”. A free download is
provided on the FIBA website
(www.fiba.com). For additional clarifica-
tions, explanations or examples, please
consult this document.


QUESTIONS


1. On a throw-in, shall the 5-second count
continue until the ball touches a player,
other than the thrower-in, on the play-
ing court?


2. B3 commits a holding foul against A2.
This is the 4th team foul for team B in
the period. Shall A2 be awarded two
free-throws?


3. A10 requests to enter the game as a
substitute for A4 at the next opportuni-
ty. During the next dead ball, but before
an official has beckoned A10 to enter
the playing court, a technical foul is
committed by A4. Shall the A4 foul be
considered a player's foul? 


4. A shot for goal has left A3's hand; s),
when the signal sounds to end the 1st
period. After the signal has sounded,
but before the shot for goal ends, an
unsportsmanlike foul is committed by
A5. Shall this foul be considered to
have happened during an interval of
play? 


5. A2 is awarded one free-throw. Before
the release of the ball on the free-throw
attempt, both B4 and A4 enter the
restricted area. The ball does not enter
the basket. Is this a jump ball situation? 


6. Shall the assistant coach have the right
to request a time-out? 


7. On the alternating possession throw-in
that begins a period, the ball has been
released by thrower-in A2, but has not
yet touched a player on the playing
court when a foul is committed by A5.
Has A5's foul occurred during an inter-
val of play? 


8. A1 is awarded one free-throw. Before
the ball is placed at the disposal of A1
for the free-throw, A10 substitutes for
A5. Following A1's successful free-
throw, a time-out is awarded to team A.
A5 now asks to re-enter the game as a


substitute for A1. Shall the substitution
be permitted? 


9. An A3 shot for a field goal is in the air
when the 24-second signal sounds. The
ball then touches the backboard, but
does not touch the basket ring, after
which it is immediately rebounded by
B2. Shall the 24-second signal be
ignored and the game continue without
interruption? 


10. A4 and B4 are charged with technical
fouls for disrespectfully communicating
with each other. Is this a double foul? 
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The following questions focus on the docu-
ment, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Offi-
cial Interpretations”. A free download is 
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.
com). For additional clarifications, explana-
tions or examples, please consult this doc-
ument.


1.	 A teammate of A3 is dribbling the ball in 
team A’s three-point area when A3 
commits a three-second violation. Shall 
the resulting throw-in be administered 
at the sideline place nearest to where 
the ball became dead? 


2.	 A3 commits offensive interference dur-
ing a shot for a goal in the last two 
minutes of the 4th period. A timeout is 
then requested by coach A. Shall the 
timeout be granted? 


3.	 B3 fouls A4 and A4 must leave the game 
because of the resulting injury. A10 en-
ters the game to replace A4. The offi-
cials rule that the B3 foul is disqualifying. 
May any team A player who was par-
ticipating at the time of the B3 foul at-
tempt the resulting free-throws? 


4.	 A5 passes the ball to A3 in the team A 
backcourt. Shall team B be awarded a 
throw-in at the centre line extended 
opposite the scorer’s table? 


5.	 The ball is placed at the disposal of A5 
for a single free-throw. Before the ball 
has been released on the free-throw 
attempt, A4 fouls B5. This is the 5th 
team A player foul in that period. Shall 
two free-throws be awarded to B5? 


6.	 Shall the official who is administering a 
throw-in blow the whistle when the ball 
becomes live? 


7.	 Team A is awarded a throw-in in the 
team A backcourt during the last two 
minutes of play. Before the ball can be 
placed at the disposal of the thrower-
in, an official interrupts the game be-
cause of water on the floor. Shall play 
resume with a team A throw-in at the 
centre line extended, opposite the 
scorer’s table? 


8.	 A4 is fouled and appears to be injured. 
The coach of team A enters the playing 
court but does not administer to A4 
who quickly recovers and is prepared 
to continue participating. Shall A4 be 
required to leave the game for a substi-
tute?


9.	 After the names and numbers of the 
players have been approved by the 
coach but before the jump ball that will 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


begin the 1st period, the scorer notifies 
the referee that two of the players are 
wearing numbers different from those 
on the team list. Shall the numbers on 
the scoresheet be corrected without 
penalty, after which the game shall be-
gin normally? 


10.	 When the jump ball is administered, 
both teams mistakenly face in the 
wrong directions. Play begins and A5 
scores two points, at which time the 
error is discovered. Shall the two points 
scored by A5 be awarded to team B 
and credited to the team B captain? 


ANSWERS


1.	 No. (Art. 22.2)
2.	 Yes (Art. 18.2.3)
3.	 No (19.3.8)
4.	 No. (Art.22.2)
5.	 No. (Art. 41.2.2).
6.	 No (47.2)
7.	 No. (Art. 17.2.3)
8.	 Yes (Art. 5.3)
9.	 Yes; FIBA Interpretations 2006
10.	 No, FIBA Interpretations 2006
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 The following questions focus on the 
document, “FIBA Official Basketball 
Rules: Official Interpretations”. A free 
download is provided on the FIBA web-
site (www.fiba.com). For additional clari-
fications, explanations or examples, 
please consult this document.


1. On a throw-in by A3 from the endline in 
team A’s frontcourt, the ball fails to 
touch or be touched by any player be-
fore going out-of-bounds at the oppo-
site endline. Is is a back court 
violation? 


2. Team A is in control of the ball with ten 
seconds remaining in the 24-second 
period when play is interrupted be-
cause of an injury to a team B player. 
When play resumes, shall team A be 
given a new 24-second period? 


3. A5 is awarded one free throw which is 
successful. While the ball is in the air 
on that free-throw, A2 and B2 commit 
a double foul. Shall play resume with 
an alternating possession throw-in? 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


4. Immediately following a 3-second vio-
lation committed by A2, a fighting situ-
ation occurs. The players involved in 
the fighting situation are disqualified. 
Shall play now resume with a throw-in 
by team B? 


5. During an interval of play, a technical 
foul is charged to a team A player. 
Team B is entitled to the next alternat-
ing possession throw-in. The following 
period begins with a team B throw-in. 
Shall team A now be entitled to the 
next alternating possession throw-in? 


6. A final free-throw by A2 does not 
touch the ring or enter the basket. 
Shall the resulting team B throw-in 
take place at the free throw line ex-
tended? 


7. Near the end of a 2nd period, B8 re-
quests to enter the game as a substi-
tute, after which a field goal is scored 
by team A. Shall B8 now be permitted 
to enter the game? 


8. Team A has been in control of the ball 
in the team A backcourt for 5 seconds


ANSWERS


1. No. (No, 30.1.1)
2. Yes. (29.2.1)
3. No. (35.2.2)
4. Yes. (39.3.2)
5. No (12.4.8)
6. Yes. (Art. 43.3.1)


7. No. (Art. 19.2.2)
8. No. (28.2.2)
9. No. (49.2)
10. Yes. (25.2.1)


 when a double foul occurs. Play re-
sumes with a team A throw-in. Shall 
team A  now have a new 8-second pe-
riod to cause the ball to go to the team 
A frontcourt? 


9. On a last free-throw, the ball touches 
the basket ring but the does not enter 
the basket. Shall the timer start the 
game clock when the ball touches the 
ring?  


10. A3 ends a dribble while airborne and 
returns to the floor landing on both 
feet simultaneously. Is A3 now entitled 
to a pivot step? 
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 The following questions focus on the docu-
ment, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Offi-
cial Interpretations”. A free download is 
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.
com). For additional clarifications, explana-
tions or examples, please consult this doc-
ument.


1. A3 is crossing the centre line while 
dribbling the ball from the backcourt to 
the frontcourt. Shall the ball be consid-
ered to have moved to the frontcourt at 
the moment when A3 touches the front-
court?


2. The ball has already touched the ring 
and is bouncing above it when a player 
reaches through the basket from below 
and touches the ball. Has interference 
occurred?


3. While holding the ball and being closely 
guarded, A3 excessively swings elbows 
but does not make contact with an op-
ponent. Can a technical foul be called 
on A3?


4. A2 gains control of the ball while mov-
ing quickly. A2 loses balance and falls 
to the floor, after which momentum 
causes A2 to slide a short distance be-
fore coming to a stop. Has A2 commit-
ted a traveling violation?


5. A3 gains control of a rebound and at-
tempts a long pass. B3, in the team B 
frontcourt near the centre line, jumps to 
intercept the pass, gains control of the 
ball and returns to the floor touching 
the team B backcourt. Has B3 illegally 
returned the ball to the backcourt?


6. While dribbling from the team A back-
court, A4 is closely guarded by B2 and 
B3 for six seconds, after which A4 
comes to a stop straddling the centre 
line and ends the dribble. Is the ball 
now in team A’s frontcourt?


7. A2 has a clear fast break with no oppo-
nent between A2 and the opponents’ 
basket when B3 causes contact from 
behind in an attempt to end A2’s fast 
break opportunity. Shall an unsports-
manlike foul be called against B3?


8. Shall players be permitted to wear T-
shirts under playing shirts?


9. A5 dribbles from the team A backcourt 
and comes to a stop straddling the cen-
tre line while still dribbling. A5 then 
ends the dribble and immediately pass-
es the ball to A2 who is in the team B 
backcourt. Has A5 illegally returned to 
the backcourt?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


10.  On the jump ball that begins the 1st 
period, the ball has been legally 
tapped by A3. His team mate A5 jumps 
from the team A frontcourt, gains con-


ANSWERS
1. No (Art. 28.1.3, 3rd bullet) 
2. Yes (Art. 31.2.4, 2nd bullet)
3. Yes (Art. 38.3.1)
4. No (Art. 25.2.3)
5. No. (Art. 30.1.2)
6. Yes (Art. 28.1.3, 2nd bullet)
7. Yes (Art. 36.1.4)
8. No (Art. 4.3.1)


9. Yes (Art. 28) (When A5 ends the 
dribble while straddling the centre 
line, Art. 28.1.3, 3rd bullet, no longer 
applies. Art. 28.1.3, 2nd bullet dictates 
that the ball is now in the team A front-
court. Therefore when A5 passes the 
ball to A2, the violation occurs.)
10.  No (Art. 30.1.2)


trol of the ball in the air and then lands 
in the team A backcourt. Has A5 ille-
gally returned the ball to the back-
court?
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 The following questions focus on the doc-
ument, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: 
Official Interpretations”. A free download 
is provided on the FIBA website (www.fi-
ba.com). For additional clarifications, ex-
planations or examples, please consult 
this document.


1. Team A is reduced to five players, af-
ter which A4 is injured. After the team 
A doctor has treated A4 for 20 sec-
onds, A4 is ready to continue play. 
Shall A4 be required to leave the game 
until the next substitution opportunity?


2. B2 fouls A2 while A2 is in the act of 
shooting. Coach A is then charged 
with a technical foul. Shall the free 
throws for the B2 foul and the free 
throws for the coach A technical foul 
cancel each other and play resume 
with a throw-in for team B at the cen-
tre line extended opposite the scorer’s 
table?


3. A3 uses five seconds to dribble the 
ball in his backcourt and then attempts 
a pass to A4 who is in the frontcourt. 
B4 in the team A frontcourt deflects 
the ball into the team A backcourt 
where A3 again gains control. Shall A3 
have only three seconds remaining in 
which to cause the ball to move to 
team A’s frontcourt? 


4. A5 is dribbling the ball from the back-
court when he stops and straddles the 
centre line while still dribbling the ball. 
Shall the 8-second count continue?


5. While the ball is in the team B basket 
as a result of a field goal attempt, A4 
contacts the ball while it is still in the 
basket. Has A4 committed interfer-
ence?


6. Technical fouls are committed by A2 
and then Coach A. May either team 
substitute following the completion of 
the penalty for the A2 foul?


7. For main FIBA official competitions, 
shall the half-time interval of play be 
ten minutes?


8. Team A has control of the ball in the 
team A frontcourt when A2 passes the 
ball to A3 near the centre line. A3 
jumps from the frontcourt to catch the 
pass and then lands with one foot in 
the backcourt. Has A3 illegally re-
turned the ball to the backcourt?


9. A shot for a field goal is in the air when 
the 24-second signal sounds. The ball 
then lodges on the basket support. 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


Has a 24-second violation occurred?
10. With team A in control of the ball and 


five seconds remaining in the 24-sec-
ond period, technical fouls are called 


ANSWERS
1. No (5.3)
2. No (42.2.3)
3. No (28.2.1)
4. Yes (28.1.3)
5. No (31.2.4)


6. Yes (19.3.9)
7. No (8.3)
8. Yes (30.1.2)
9. Yes (Art. 29, FIBA Interpretation)
10. Yes (50.4)


against A3 and B3. Shall play resume 
with a team A throw-in and five sec-
onds still remaining in the 24-second 
period?
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 The following questions focus on the docu-
ment, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Official 
Interpretations.” A free download is provided 
on the FIBA website (www.fiba.com). For ad-
ditional clarifications, explanations or exam-
ples, please consult this document.


1. In a rebound situation A4 tips the ball to-
wards the basket. After the ball has left 
his hand and before he returns with both 
feet to the floor, he is fouled by B4. The 
ball does not enter the basket. Shall A4 
be awarded two free-throws?


2. While the ball is in the air on a last free-
throw a double foul is called. The ball 
does not enter the basket. Is this a jump 
ball situation?


3. B4 commits an unsportsmanlike foul on 
A4 during a successful field goal at-
tempt, after which coach B commits a 
technical foul. All three free-throws are 
executed by A5. The wrong shooter of 
the first free-throw is discovered before 
the throw-in from the centre line ex-
tended is administered. Shall the first 
free-throw be cancelled and play re-
sume with a throw-in for team B at the 
free-throw line extended?


4. After a shot for a field goal by A4 the ball 


RIGHT OR WRONG?


rebounds from the ring but still has the 
chance to enter the basket. B4 touches 
the ball in its downward flight. Is this a 
legal play?


5. After a last or only free-throw by A5, the 
ball rebounds from the ring but still has a 
chance to enter the basket. B5 touches 
the ball while it is on its downward flight. 
Shall 1 point be awarded to A5?


6. During the last two minutes of play in a 
4th period, team A scores a field goal. 
Team B is then permitted a substitution, 
after which team A requests a time-out. 
Shall the time-out be permitted?


7. A5 releases a shot for a goal from a 
place near the endline, after which A3 
commits interference on the shot. Shall 
the resulting team B throw-in be admin-
istered at the place on the endline near-
est to where the shot for a goal was 
released by A5?


ANSWERS
1. Yes, Art. 15.2 and 34.2.2
2. Yes, Art. 35.2, 3rd bullet
3. No, Art. 44.3.3
4. Yes, Art. 31.2.3
5. No, Art. 31.2.3


6. Yes, Art. 18.2.3
7. No, Art. 18.3.7
8. No, Art. 17.2.3
9. Yes, Art. 17.2.3
10. No, Art. 10.3, 5th bullet


8. During the last two minutes of the fourth 
period A4 is fouled during a successful 
field goal attempt. Coach B takes a time-
out at this time. After the following suc-
cessful bonus free-throw, shall play 
resume with a throw-in for team B from 
the centre-line extended?


9. During the last two minutes of the fourth 
period A4 is fouled during a successful 
field goal attempt. A4 is awarded one 
free-throw which is successful. Coach 
B then takes a time-out. Shall play re-
sumes with a throw-in for team B from 
the centre-line extended?


10. A4 is in the act of shooting when 
fouled by B4. Immediately after the 
whistle for the foul the 24-second de-
vice signal sounds. After the signal 
the ball leaves the hands of A4 and 
enters the basket. Shall the officials 
award the basket to A4?
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 The following questions focus on the docu-
ment, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Offi-
cial Interpretations.” A free download is 
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.
com). For additional clarifications, explana-
tions or examples, please consult this doc-
ument.


1. B3 in the team B backcourt attempts a 
pass to B4 in the team B frontcourt.  A3 
jumps from the team A frontcourt and 
establishes control of the ball. While 
still in the air, A3 passes to A4 who is in 
the team A backcourt. Has the ball been 
illegally returned to the backcourt?


2. A4 attempts a pass to A5 who fails to 
catch the ball, after which the ball 
touches the ring. Shall the 24-second 
operator reset the 24-second device the 
moment the ball touches the ring?


3. On a throw-in, shall the ball become live 
when it leaves the hand(s) of the throw-
er-in?


4. A3 has been in the opponents’ restrict-
ed area for fewer than three seconds 
when A3 receives a pass and immedi-
ately dribbles to the team B basket to 
attempt a shot for a goal. Shall the offi-


RIGHT OR WRONG?
cial suspend the 3-second count to 
permit A3 to attempt the shot?


5. A2 is fouled during a successful field 
goal attempt. A4 then commits an un-
sportsmanlike foul on B4. A2 is awarded 
one free-throw, to be followed by two 
free-throws for B4 and possession of 
the ball for a throw-in for team B. If ei-
ther team wishes to substitute, shall the 
substitute(s) be permitted to enter the 
game only after all free-throws have 
been administered?


6. A2 deliberately scores in the team A 
basket. Shall a technical foul be 
charged against A2?


7. Team B has committed four team fouls 
in a 4th period that ends with the score 
tied. Early in the extra period, B4 fouls 
A4. Shall A4 be awarded two free-
throws?


8. The ball is bouncing above the ring on a 
shot for a field goal when a double foul 
is committed. The ball does not pass 
through the basket. Is this a jump ball 
situation?


9. A3 is awarded a throw-in at a sideline 
in the team A frontcourt. A4 jumps to 
receive the pass and returns to the floor 


ANSWERS


1. Yes (30.1.2)
2. Yes (50.2)
3. No (10.2)
4. Yes (26.1.2)
5. No (19.3.9)
6. No (16.2.3, 38.3.1)
7. Yes (41.1.3)
8. Yes (35.2)
9. Yes (30.1.2)
10.  No (12.4.3)


straddling the centre line. Has the ball 
been illegally returned to the back-
court?


10. B3 commits a technical foul in the inter-
val of play before the beginning of the 
1st period. Two free-throws are award-
ed to team B before the administering 
of the jump ball. When the ball becomes 
live for the first free-throw of the tech-
nical foul, the alternating possession 
arrow is set to designate team B as en-
titled to the ball on the first jump ball 
situation. Is this the correct procedure?
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 The following questions focus on the doc-
ument, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Of-
ficial Interpretations.” A free download is 
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.
com). For additional clarifications, expla-
nations or examples, please consult this 
document.


1. A5’s throw-in passes through the team 
B basket without having been touched 
by a player on the court. Shall team A 
now be awarded a substitute throw-in 
at the place of the original throw-in? 


2. A5 is awarded one free-throw. While 
the ball is in the air on the free-throw, 
A2 and B2 commit a double foul. The 
ball does not touch the basket ring or 
enter the basket on the free-throw. 
Shall play resume with a throw-in for 
team B? 


3. On the jump ball, A2 in the team A 
backcourt gains control of the legally 
tapped ball and accidentally scores in 
his team’s own basket. Shall the goal 
be cancelled? 


4. Following a B2 dribble violation, but 
before the ball can be awarded to team 


RIGHT OR WRONG?
A for a throw-in, A5 commits a techni-
cal foul. Is A5’s foul a team control 
foul? 


5. A3 commits a technical foul. Additional 
technical fouls are then committed by 
coach A and then by coach B. Shall 
the penalties for the coach A and 
coach B fouls be cancelled?


6. On the jump ball, B5 commits a foul af-
ter the ball has been tossed by the ref-
eree, but before it has been legally 
tapped. Has B5’s foul occurred during 
an interval of play? 


7. In the last minute of the 4th period, A3 
causes the ball to go out-of-bounds. 
Team A then is granted a time-out. Fol-
lowing the time-out, shall the team B 
throw-in be administered at the free-
throw line extended, opposite the 
scorer’s table? 


8. B2 commits an unsportsmanlike foul 
against A2, after which team A is 
awarded a time-out. When play re-
sumes, A2 is not successful in either of 
his free throw attempts. Before the re-
maining throw-in resulting from the B2 
foul, coach A requests another time-


ANSWERS


1. No (Art. 17.3.1, 17.4)
2. Yes (Art. 42)
3. No (Art. 16.2.2)
4. No (Art. 41.2.2)
5. No (Art. 42.2.3 The penalty for   
 A3’s technical foul and the penalty  
 for the coach B technical 
 foul shall be cancelled)
6. Yes (Art. 8.6, 12.4.8)
7. No (Art. 17.2.3, 3rd bullet)
8. Yes (Art. 18.2.43)
9. No (Art. 4.2.3)
10. Yes (Art. 36.1.1)


out. Shall the time-out be granted? 
9. During a team A time-out, A8 reports 


to the scorer to enter the game as a 
substitute for A3. Before the end of the 
time-out period, A3 commits a techni-
cal foul. Shall A3’s foul count toward 
the penalty situation in that period? 


10. Must an unsportsmanlike foul always 
involve contact with an opposing play-
er? 
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 The following questions focus on the doc-
ument, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: 
Official Interpretations.” A free download 
is provided on the FIBA website (www.fi-
ba.com). For additional clarifications, ex-
planations or examples, please consult 
this document.


1. During the last minute of the game, A2 
is in control of the ball in his backcourt 
when the ball is deflected out-of-
bounds by B5. Team A is then awarded 
a time-out. When play resumes with a 
team A throw-in at the centre line ex-
tended opposite the scorer’s table, 
thrower-in A3 passes the ball to A4, 
who is in the team A backcourt. Shall 
team A now have 8 seconds to ad-


RIGHT OR WRONG?
vance the ball to the team A front-
court? 


2. Dribbler A3 loses control of the ball 
which then touches B8, who is wait-
ing at the scorer’s table to enter the 
game as a substitute. Shall play re-
sume with a team B throw-in? 


3. Team A is awarded a throw-in. Shall 
the resulting time-out opportunity end 
when the ball is at the disposal of the 
thrower-in? 


4. On a throw-in by A3 at a sideline in 
team A’s frontcourt, B3 touches the 
ball while it is in the air. The ball then 
goes out-of-bounds at the opposite 
sideline without touching another 
player. Shall play resume with a team 
A throw-in at the place of the original 
throw-in? 


ANSWERS


1. Yes (Art. 28.2.1)
2. Yes (Art. 23.2.1; since B8 is not yet  
 a player, the ball was caused to   
 go out-of-bounds by A3)
3. Yes (Art. 18.2.4)
4. No (Article 17.2.2)
5. Yes (Art. 28.2.2)
6. No (Art. 12.4.8 )
7. Yes (Art. 9.4)
8. No (Art. 42.2.7, 2nd bullet)
9. Yes (Art. 31.2.6) 
10. Yes (Art. 19.2.4) 


5. Team A has been in control of the ball 
in the team A backcourt for 4 seconds 
when A3 and B3 commit a double foul. 
On the resulting team A throw-in, shall 
team A have only 4 seconds remain-
ing in which to advance the ball to the 
frontcourt? 


6. While the ball is at the disposal of A2 
for an alternating possession throw-
in, a technical foul is committed by 
coach A. Shall team B be entitled to 
the next alternating possession throw-
in? 


7. When Team A and team B arrive on 
the playing court for the pre-game 
warm-up, both coaches agree that 
team A sit at the team bench to the 
right of the scorer’s table as well as 
shoot at the basket to the right of the 
scorer’s table for the 1st half. Shall the 
request be granted? 


8. With team A entitled to the next alter-
nating possession throw-in, A3 com-
mits a dribble violation after which 
technical fouls are committed by A5 
and B5. Shall play resume with an al-
ternating possession throw-in for 
team A? 


9. While the ball is in the air on a field 
goal attempt by A5, a foul is called. 
The ball subsequently touches the 
ring and is bouncing above it when it 
is touched by A2. Has A2 committed 
interference? 


10. A8 enters the game as a substitute for 
A5. Before the clock has again started 
following the substitution, A8 commits 
a technical foul. This is A8’s fifth foul 
in the game. The only team A substi-
tute available is A5. May A5 now re-
enter the game to substitute for A8? 
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 The following questions focus on the doc-
ument, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: 
Official Interpretations.” A free download 
is provided on the FIBA website (www.fi-
ba.com). For additional clarifications, ex-
planations or examples, please consult 
this document.


1. During a single unsuccessful free 
throw awarded to A2, free throw vio-
lations are committed first by B5 and 
then by A5.  Shall play resume with a 
substitute free throw for A2?


2. During an interval of play with team B 
entitled to the next alternating pos-


RIGHT OR WRONG?
session throw-in, A3 commits a tech-
nical foul. Following the throw-in that 
begins the next period, shall team A 
be entitled to the next alternating 
possession?


3. A5 ends a dribble while airborne and 
comes to a stop by returning to the 
floor with both feet simultaneously. 
A5 now pivots. Has A5 committed a 
travelling violation?


4. After the ball is placed at the disposal 
of A4 for an endline throw-in, A4 holds 
the ball for two seconds before pass-
ing the ball to A5 who is also out-of-
bounds at that endline. Shall A5 have 


ANSWERS


1. No (12.3, 3rd bullet)


2. No (38.4.2)


3. No (25.2.1)


4. No (17.3.1)


5. Yes (8.5)


6. Yes (12.4.8)


7. No (31.3.2)


8. Yes (48.4, 2nd bullet)


9. No (37.2.3)


10. No (39.3.2)


five seconds to release the ball on the 
throw-in?


5. A shot for a goal is in the air when the 
signal sounds to end the 3rd period. 
After the signal but before the shot 
for a goal has ended, A2 commits an 
unsportsmanlike foul by striking B2 
with an elbow. Shall the A2 foul be 
considered to have happened during 
interval of play?


6. During an alternating possession 
throw-in that begins a period, but be-
fore the throw-in has ended, a foul is 
committed. Shall this foul be consid-
ered to have happened during playing 
time?


7. B3 commits an interference violation 
during a shot for a goal by A4. Shall 
the resulting throw-in take place at 
the free throw line extended?


8. The 4th period ends with the score 
team A 80, team B 79. Before the ref-
eree has signed the scoresheet, it is 
realized that a field goal scored by 
team B with 20 seconds remaining in 
the 4th period has been erroneously 
credited to team A. Shall the referee 
have the authority to correct the error 
and change the final score?


9. A disqualifying personal foul is com-
mitted by A5 against B5. B5 is able to 
remain in the game. May a player oth-
er than B5 attempt the resulting free 
throws?


10. A4 has the ball at his disposal out-of-
bounds for a throw-in, when a fight-
ing situation occurs with members of 
both teams being disqualified. Shall 
play resume with an alternating pos-
session throw-in?


Fiba Assist Magazine | 39 2009 | Page 39  


 
 
 referees and game administration





File Attachment
Assist 39.pdf




The following questions focus on the 
document, “FIBA Official Basketball 
Rules: Official Interpretations.” A free 
download is provided on the FIBA web-
site (www.fiba.com). For additional clari-
fications, explanations or examples, 
please consult this document.


1.	 A2 is dribbling the ball while being 
closely guarded in team A’s back-
court. At the same time, A4 remains 
in the opponents’ restricted area for 
more than three seconds. Has A4 
committed a three-second violation?


2.	 A7 enters the game to replace A3. 
Before the clock can again start fol-
lowing the substitution, a technical 
foul is committed by A7. This is A7’s 
fifth player foul. The only team A sub-
stitute available is A3. May A3 re-en-
ter the game to replace A7?


3.	 A shot for a goal by A3 is on its up-
ward flight when it is touched by a 
team B player. The ball is then on its 
downward flight with a reasonable 
chance of entering the basket when it 
is tapped away by B3. Has B3 com-
mitted goal tending?


4.	 A5’s last free throw is successful. On 
the resulting throw-in, the ball is 
touched but not controlled by A4 on 
the playing court. Shall the game 
clock be started when the ball touch-
es A4?


5.	 A shot for a goal is in the air when a 
double foul is committed by A2 and 
B2. The shot is successful. Shall play 
resume with an alternating posses-
sion throw-in?


6.	 During the last two minutes of the 4th 
period, A2 commits a three-second 
violation. Team A then requests and 
is granted a time-out. When play re-
sumes, shall the resulting throw-in of 
team B take place at the centre line 
extended, opposite the scorer’s ta-
ble?


7.	 A2 scores a field goal, after which 
technical fouls are committed by A4 
and B4. After the fouls have been 
properly reported to the scorer, shall 
play resume with a team B throw-in 
at the endline behind the team B bas-
ket?


8.	 The ball is within the basket as a re-
sult of an A3 shot for a field goal when 
A1 contacts the ball. Shall the ball be-
come dead immediately?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


9.	 During an alternating possession 
throw-in for team A, a violation is 
committed by thrower-in A3. Team B 
is awarded a throw-in as a result of 
the violation. Shall team B be entitled 
to the next alternating possession 
throw-in?


10.	A4 is awarded two free throws. The 
last free-throw is successful. After 
the last free-throw but before the ball 
is at the disposal of a team B player 
for the throw-in, team A requests a 
time-out. Shall the time-out be grant-
ed?


ANSWERS
1.	 No (Art. 26.1.1)
2.	 Yes (Art. 19.2.4)
3.	 Yes (FIBA Interpretation, Art. 31, 		
	 Statement 4)
4.	 Yes (Art. 49.2)
5.	 No (Art. 35.2)
6.	 No (Art. 17.2.3)
7.	 Yes (Art. 42.2.7)
8.	 No (Art. 31.2.4)
9.	 Yes (Art. 12.4.7)
10.	 Yes (Art. 18.2.4)
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The following questions focus on the doc-
ument, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: 
Official Interpretations.” A free download 
is provided on the FIBA website (www.fi-
ba.com). For additional clarifications, ex-
planations or examples, please consult 
this document.


1.	 During the last two minutes of the 4th 
period, team A has been in control of 
the ball in the team A backcourt for 
five seconds when B4 deflects the ball 
out-of-bounds. Team A is then granted 
a time-out. On the throw-in at the cen-
tre line extended that follows the time-
out, the ball is passed to A2, who is in 
the team A backcourt. Shall team A 
now have only three seconds to ad-
vance the ball to the frontcourt?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
2.	 During the last two minutes of the 4th 


period, a travel violation is committed 
by A5, who is in the team A frontcourt. 
A substitution is then granted to either 
team A or team B. Shall the game re-
sume with a team B throw-in at the 
centre line extended opposite the 
scorer’s table?


3.	 A4 jumps in an attempt to score a field 
goal. After the ball has left A4’s hand 
on the shot, it is blocked on its upward 
flight by B2. The ball returns to A4 
while A4 is still in the air and A4 re-
turns to the floor in control of the ball. 
Has A4 committed a violation?


4.	 In the last two minutes of the 4th peri-
od, team A has three time-outs re-


ANSWERS


1.	 No (Art. 28.1.3)
2.	 No (Art. 17.2.3)
3.	 No (Art. 14.3)
4.	 Yes (Art. 18.2.5)
5.	 Yes (Art. 26.1.3)
6.	 No (Art. 12.4.8)
7.	 Yes (Art. 50.4)
8.	 Yes (Art. 19.2.2)
9.	 No (Art. 31.2.6)
10.	 No (Art. 31.2.4)


maining. May team A now be awarded 
three successive time-outs?


5.	 While team A is in control of the ball in 
the team A frontcourt, A3 is standing 
with one foot in the restricted area and 
the other foot outside the area? Is A3 
considered to be in the restricted ar-
ea?


6.	 Team A is awarded an alternating pos-
session throw-in. After the ball has 
been handed to A2 for the throw-in, 
coach A is charged with a technical 
foul. Shall team B be entitled to the 
next alternating possession throw-in?


7.	 Twelve seconds remain on the 24-sec-
ond clock when a held ball is called 
between A4 and B4. Team A is entitled 
to the next alternating possession. 
Shall play resume with a team A throw-
in and the 24-second device shall not 
be reset?


8.	 A last free-throw by A4 fails to touch 
the basket ring. A8 and B8 are waiting 
at the scorer’s table to enter the game 
as substitutes. Shall A8 and B8 be per-
mitted to enter the game at this time?


9.	 While the ball is in the air on a shot for 
a goal by A2, the signal sounds to end 
the period. After the ball has touched 
the ring following the sounding of the 
signal, it is tapped into the basket by 
A5. Shall the goal count?


10.	While the ball is in the air on a shot for 
a goal, B3 contacts the backboard, 
causing it to vibrate. The vibration 
causes the shot for goal to be unsuc-
cessful. Shall B3 be charged with a 
technical foul?
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The following questions focus on the 
document, “FIBA Official Basketball 
Rules: Official Interpretations.” A free 
download is provided on the FIBA web-
site (www.fiba.com). For additional clari-
fications, explanations or examples, 
please consult this document.


1.	 Dribbler A3 commits an unsportsman-
like foul against B4. This is the 3rd 
team foul for team A in that period. 
Shall free-throws be awarded to B4?


RIGHT OR WRONG?
2.	 During the pre-game warm-up, a 


technical foul is committed by a team 
A player. Shall this foul count as one 
of the fouls leading to the penalty sit-
uation in the 1st period?


3.	 A shot for a field goal by A1 is in the 
air when the 24-second signal sounds. 
The ball then fails to touch the ring or 
enter the basket, after which it is im-
mediately controlled by a team B 
player. Shall the officials disregard 


ANSWERS
1.	 Yes (Art. 36.2.2)
2.	 Yes (Art. 41.1.2)
3.	 Yes (Art. 29.1.2)
4.	 Yes (Art. 31.3.2)
5.	 Yes (Art. 28.1.3)
6.	 No (Art. 10.4)
7.	 No (Art. 22.2)
8.	 Yes (Art. 28.2.2)
9.	 Yes (Art. 50.2)
10.	 No (Art. 31.2.4)


the signal and allow play to continue 
without interruption?


4.	 A4, within the two-point area, at-
tempts a pass to A5. The ball is above 
the ring when B5 reaches through the 
basket from below and touches the 
ball. Shall A4 be awarded two points?


5.	 While dribbling, A4 has one foot on ei-
ther side of the centre line. As he is 
closely guarded by B4 and B5 he stops 
his dribble. Is the ball now considered 
to be in the  team A frontcourt?


6.	 Close to the end of a period B4 inad-
vertently taps the ball towards his 
own basket. The ball enters the bas-
ket clearly after the signal sounds to 
end that period. Shall the basket 
count?


7.	 After a three-second violation without 
the ball having been entered the bas-
ket, shall the following throw-in be 
administered from the sideline at the 
free-throw line extended?


8.	 Team A has been in control of the ball 
in the team A backcourt for five sec-
onds when the game is stopped due 
to an injury of A4. When play resumes 
shall team A now have only three sec-
onds to advance the ball to the front-
court?


9.	 On a pass the ball is deflected from a 
player’s shoulder and then touches 
the ring. Is the 24-second operator 
correct when he stops and resets his 
24-second device?


10.	On a rebound A4 gasps the ring with 
one hand and dunks the ball with his 
other hand. Shall the basket count?
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The following questions focus on the 
document, “FIBA Official Basketball 
Rules: Official Interpretations.” A free 
download is provided on the FIBA web-
site (www.fiba.com). For additional 
clarifications, explanations or examples, 
please consult this document.


1.	 B3 fouls A3 and A3 appears injured. 
The team A doctor leaves the team 
bench area, but does not administer 
treatment to A3. A3 insists he is able 
to continue participating. Team A 
has no time-out left in this half. Must 
A3 be substituted?


2.	 Team A is entitled to the alternating 
possession throw-in that will begin 
the 2nd period. During the interval of 
play preceding the period, a techni-
cal foul is committed by B2. Shall the 
2nd period still begin with the alter-
nating possession throw-in by team 
A?


3.	 With two minutes remaining in the 
2nd period, B6 reports to the scorer 
as a substitute. Team A then scores 
a field goal. Shall B6 now be permit-
ted to enter the game?


4.	 A2 is holding the ball in the team A 
frontcourt near the centre line when 
a three-second violation is commit-
ted by A4. Shall the resulting throw-
in be administered at the place 
nearest to where A2 was standing 
when the violation occurred?


5.	 The ball is in the team B basket as a 
result of a field goal attempt by A3 
when A4 contacts the basket. Is this 
an interference violation by A4?


6.	 Technical fouls are committed by A2 
and then coach A. May either team 
substitute following the completion 
of the penalty for the A2 foul?


7.	 A5’s shot for a field goal has been 
released but has not yet reached the 
basket when the 24-second signal 
sounds. The ball then lodges on the 
basket support. Team A is entitled to 
the next alternating possession 
throw-in. Shall an alternating pos-
session throw-in be awarded to 
team A?


8.	 A final free-throw by A4 does not 
enter the basket or touch the ring. 
Shall a throw-in be awarded to team 
B at the free-throw line extended?


9.	 A3 commits an offensive interfer-


RIGHT OR WRONG?


ence violation. Coach A now re-
quests a time-out. Shall the time-out 
be granted?


10.	Team A is in control of the ball with 
three seconds remaining in the 24-
second period when a technical foul 
is called against A3 followed by a 
technical foul against coach B. Play 
resumes with a team A throw-in. 
Shall team A also have a new 24-
second period?


ANSWERS
1.	 Yes (Art 5, FIBA Interpretation)
2.	 No (Art. 12)
3.	 No (Art. 19)
4.	 No (Art. 22)
5.	 No (Art. 31)
6.	 Yes (Art. 19)
7.	 No (Art. 29)
8.	 Yes (Art. 43)
9.	 Yes (Art. 18)
10.	 No (Art. 50) 
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The following questions focus on the doc-
ument, “FIBA Official Basketball Rules: Of-
ficial Interpretations.” A free download is 
provided on the FIBA website (www.fiba.
com). For additional clarifications, expla-
nations or examples, please consult this 
document.


1.	 During an interval of play with team A 
entitled to the next alternating posses-
sion throw-in, a technical foul is com-
mitted by coach B. The following 
period begins with the administration 
of the penalty for the coach B techni-
cal foul. Shall team A continue to be 
entitled to the throw-in in the next al-
ternating possession situation?


2.	 During the final two minutes of the 4th 
period A4 committed a basket interfer-
ence violation. Before the ball is at the 
disposal of a team B player for the re-
sulting throw-in, coach A requests a 
time-out. Shall the time-out be grant-
ed?


3.	 A violation is committed for illegally re-
turning the ball to the backcourt. Shall 
the resulting throw-in be administered 
at the centre line extended, opposite 
the scorer’s table?


4.	 After the ball has been legally tapped 
on the jump ball, the scorer notifies the 
referee that a team A player is partici-
pating who was not among the starting 
five players of his team. Shall that 
player be substituted at the first oppor-
tunity and the player who was desig-
nated as a starter enter the game?


5.	 With the ball in team A’s backcourt and 
eighteen seconds remaining in team 
A’s 24-second period, play is interrupt-
ed because of an injury to an official. 
When play resumes, shall team A be 
given a new 24-second period?


6.	 While the ball is in the air on a suc-
cessful last free-throw by A2, A4 and 
B4 commit a double foul. Shall play re-
sume with an alternating possession 
throw-in?


7.	 A three-second violation is committed 
by A2, after which a fighting situation 
involving members from both team 
benches occurs. Shall play resume 
with a throw-in by team B?


8.	 A final free-throw by A2 does not touch 
the ring or enter the basket. Shall play 
resume with a team B throw-in at the 
free-throw line extended?


RIGHT OR WRONG?


9.	 B3 commits an unsportsmanlike foul 
against A3 who is injured and must be 
replaced by substitute A6. May any 
team A player who was on the playing 
court at the time of the A3 injury at-
tempt the resulting free-throws?


10.	On a throw-in of A4 from the endline in 
his frontcourt, the ball bounces into 
the team A backcourt without touching 
a player in the frontcourt and goes out-
of-bounds. Has a violation been com-
mitted by team A for illegally returning 
the ball to the backcourt?


ANSWERS


1.	 Yes (Art. 12)
2.	 Yes (Art. 18)
3.	 No (Art. 30)
4.	 No (Art. 7, FIBA Interpretation)
5.	 Yes (Art. 50) 
6.	 No (Art. 35)
7.	 Yes (Art. 39)
8.	 Yes (Art. 43)
9.	 No (Art. 43)
10.	 No (Art. 17)
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